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There has been no greater 
champion for preserving 
the history of the Rocky 

Springs area of Frederick County 
Maryland than Grace Rebecca 
(Free) Koehl (1923-2011).  She 
was born in Rocky Springs on 
November 8, 1923, to Harry 
Milton Free (1886-1971) and 
Estie Mae (Kline) Free (1892-
1965).  The youngest of eight 
children, Grace grew up on 
her father’s farm called “Wide 
Pastures” (the original family 
parcel of 150 acres) with her two 
brothers (Harold and Monroe 
Free) and five sisters (Dorothy 
Putman, Helen Griffin, Jeanette 
Campbell, Sara Stup and Ruth 
Miller).  

By the time of her birth, 
Grace’s family had lived in the 
Rocky Springs area for several 
generations. During the Civil 
War, two of her maternal great-
grandfathers, Daniel Kline 
(1825-1880) and William H. 
Biser (1841-1874) served in the 
Thirteenth Regiment, Maryland 
Infantry, a Union unit composed 
of  men from Frederick County. 
For almost 50 years, Grace’s 
parents, Harry Milton Free (a 
well-respected land owner and 
farmer) and Estie Mae (Kline) 
Free, were active members of 
Rocky Springs Chapel (also 
known as Rocky Springs Union 
Church). In addition, her father 
served on the Rocky Springs 
Chapel Board of Trustees for 
decades.  

Grace was one of the last 
students to attend Rocky Springs 

School House (Frederick County 
Public School No. 26) before 
the Frederick County Board of 
Education sold it to the Trustees 
of Rocky Springs Chapel, a 
body corporate, in 1930. After 
the school house closed, Grace 
continued her primary education 
at Visitation Academy, then 
attended Frederick High School, 

where she graduated in 1940. 
After graduation, Grace worked 
for Potomac Edison and was 
the first secretary at the Yellow 
Springs Elementary School when 
it opened.

Grace married Joel Koehl 
(1913-1992), a professional 
engineer from New York, who 
had come to the Rocky Springs 

area in 1943 with the firm H. 
K. Ferguson, to do the design 
work on Camp Detrick (now 
Fort Detrick). In the early years 
of her marriage, Grace lived in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Brooklyn, 
New York and Richmond, 
Virginia.  However, Grace and 
her husband eventually moved 
back to Rocky Springs where 
they resided for the rest of their 
lives. After returning to Rocky 
Springs, Grace worked along 
with her husband when he 
owned and operated Dependable 
Constructors Co., a company 
Joel founded in 1961 that built 
water treatment plants, and J. 
P. Karn Lumber in Brunswick. 
In addition, Grace was active in 
the United Civic Association 
of Shookstown, Edgewood and 
Rocky Springs, and was a member 
of the Gambrill Homemaker’s 
Club and the 4H.  Grace and Joel 
had four sons (Gerald, Stephen, 
Michael and Mark), who, like 
their mother, grew up in the 
Rocky Springs area of Frederick 
County, Maryland. 

Grace had strong familial 
bonds and was deeply attached 
to both Rocky Springs Chapel 
and Rocky Springs School 
House since they had played 
such a prominent role in the 
spiritual, social and academic life 
of her family for over a century. 
A testament to the conspicuous 
role Grace’s parents played in the 
history of Rocky Springs Chapel 
is an engraved brass wall plaque 
in HRSC’s collection that reads: 

See “Koehl,” page 28

Photo courtesy of Karen Martz Raymond.

(Right to left) Grace Rebecca (Free) Koehl, George Robert Martz 
(father of Karen Martz Raymond) and Grace’s husband, Joel 
Koehl.  This photo was taken at Rocky Springs in 1945, when 
George Martz returned home from his wartime service. 

Historic Rocky Springs Chapel, Inc. is a nonprofit, tax exempt charitable organization under Internal Revenue Code Section 501 ( c )(3).  
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A Note From The Vice President & Editor-In-Chief

Welcome to the first edition of The Historic Rocky Springs 
Chapel & School House Chronicle, a quarterly publication 
of Historic Rocky Springs Chapel, Inc. (HRSC)! The 

“Chronicle”will be our primary vehicle for keeping you informed on 
all HRSC programs and initiatives. Since HRSC was founded on the 
legacy of commitment, determination & resolve set by Mrs. Grace 
(Free) Koehl (1923-2011) for the preservation of historic Rocky 
Springs Chapel & School House & the history of  the Rocky Springs 
area of Frederick County Maryland, we are dedicating this issue to her 
memory. Grace’s legacy has encouraged & inspired us to be equally 
dedicated to continue with the same commitment, determination 
& resolve to preserve these historic American treasures & provide 
for the School House’s use as a center for historical interpretation & 
research & for the Chapel’s return to active service as a public house 
of worship. You will be reading more about Grace & her passion for 
the history of Rocky Springs in this edition of the “Chronicle.”

Although the Rocky Springs area was one of the first places in 
Frederick County to be settled by German and Swiss immigrants in 
the 1740s, it has heretofore had no museum or historical center to 
specifically interpret its rich history.  Therefore, HRSC is working 
diligently to preserve, conserve, interpret & exhibit these unique 
historic structures & the objects & events associated with them for 
the public & educate visitors on the pivotal role they & the early 
settlers of Rocky Springs played in the history of Frederick County, 
Maryland.  

In order to keep you informed on our progress in these endeavors 
& to support our educational mission, in each issue of the “Chronicle” 
we will include articles on HRSC’s Collections Management & 

Conservation Program, Historical & Archaeological Research 
Programs and Educational Programming & Exhibits Initiatives.  We 
will also include historical research articles about the history of the 
Rocky Springs area of Frederick County, Maryland, from the early 
eighteenth century through the mid-twentieth century, with special 
emphasis placed on topics related to Rocky Springs & the Civil War 
era.  In addition, we will have a section devoted to spiritual matters 
to include information about HRSC’s Worship Services & Religious 
Ceremonies.  

Although HRSC is now the steward of Rocky Springs School 
House & Rocky Springs Chapel & the historical objects associated 
with them, its trustees believe they belong to the community.  There 
is much work to be done to return the buildings to a condition worthy 
of their status as national historic treasures & educate the public 
about why they are so historically significant. However, with your 
help, HRSC can accomplish these goals.  

We sincerely hope you enjoy reading this inaugural issue of The 
Historic Rocky Springs Chapel & School House Chronicle.  If you have 
questions or comments about its content, suggestions for topics you 
would like to see covered in future editions, or have general questions 
about HRSC or its programs, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

          
Warmest regards,            
JaNeen M. Kniprath-Smith
Vice President, Board of Trustees
 Historic Rocky Springs Chapel, Inc.
Editor-in-Chief

About the HRSC Logo
Often one of the first things a new 

organization does is create a logo.  
This is because an organization’s 

identity is visually expressed through it. 
As such, we wanted to select imagery 
for our logo that communicated 
HRSC’s focus on the 
historical roots of the Rocky 
Springs community, the 
community’s connection 
with Historic Rocky 
Springs Chapel & School 
House and HRSC’s qualities 
& values. We therefore based 
the design of HRSC’s logo on 
a well-worn wooden sign in its 
collection that relates to the history 
of Rocky Springs Chapel.  The sign bears 
the symbol of a Cross Patonce & reads 
“Rocky Springs Church.”  Currently we do 
not know if the sign dates to the Chapel’s 
construction circa 1882 or if it was 
acquired sometime later in the building’s 
history.  What we do know is that the 
sign is in several photographs taken of the 

Chapel that appear to date to the 1930s. 
The Cross Patonce is one of the oldest 
cross variants & its use as a symbol can be 
traced to the Medieval period in Europe.  

It has expanded ends with each 
arm terminating in floriated 

points.  As a Christian 
Cross, the three petals 
represent the Trinity 
& the total twelve 
petals represent 
the Apostles.  In 
heraldry, the three 

petals represent Faith, 
Wisdom & Chivalry, & 

the four arms spread these 
qualities to the four corners of 

the world. Blue, the color of the sky and 
sea, symbolizes heaven, faith, wisdom, 
truth, trust, depth & loyalty.  All these 
elements combined to make what we 
believe, is the ideal visual entity to 
signify HRSC.   

Former Rocky Springs Chapel Trustee Harry 
Milton Free (1886-1971) & his wife, Estie Mae 
(Kline) Free (1892-1965), in front of the chapel 
circa 1939. The wooden church sign behind them 
is in the collection of HRSC. The Cross Patonce 
symbol on this sign was the inspiration for the 
design of the HRSC logo.
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Rocky Springs School 
House is a field stone 
school built circa 1839, 

located near the intersection of 
Rocky Springs Road and Kemp 
Lane in Frederick County, 
Maryland. It served  over 90 
continuous years as Frederick 
County Public School No. 
26 (1839-1930), which is an 
unparalleled term of service for 
a one-room school-house. In 
addition, from 1839 until 1882 
(when the chapel was built next 
door), Rocky Springs School 
House served simultaneously as 
Frederick County Public School 
No. 26 and a house of worship 
for the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ (U.B.). It 
is identified on Isaac Bond’s 
1858 Map of Frederick County 
Maryland as “PSch 26” and is the 
documented site of a Civil War 
cavalry skirmish that occurred 
on July 8, 1864, as a precursor to 
the Battle of Monocacy.  Rocky 
Springs School House is listed 
on the Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties (Survey No. 
F-3-95) and is one of the oldest 
remaining one-room school 
houses in the State of Maryland 
to retain its sense of place, much 
of its exterior integrity in form, 
materials and plan, and interior 
features of its original use.

The land on which Rocky 
Springs School House was 
built and where the school-
house still stands, was originally 
surveyed by Daniel Dulany for 
Jacob Staley (1698-1760) in 
1741 and patented to Jacob 
Staley in 1744.  Jacob Staley 
and his brother Melchor Staley 
immigrated from Switzerland to 
Pennsylvania about 1730 and in 
time, settled in the area known 
as “Old Monocacy” (in what 
would eventually become part 
of Frederick County, Maryland), 
which was the first permanent 
settlement by the Pennsylvania 
Germans in Maryland.  

Both Jacob and Melchor 
Staley became prominent land 
owners and well respected 
citizens of Frederick County and 
were some of the first settlers 
to receive land from Daniel 
Dulany.  During the 1750s the 

courts designated several roads 
in the county as “main roads” 
and appointed “overseers” for 
them.  In 1754, Jacob Staley 
was appointed “overseer” of 
the road “from Fredericktown to 
Jacob Peck’s Mill,” a road which 
approximated State Route 
73 from Frederick to Yellow 
Springs. Both Jacob and his 
brother Melchor Staley served 
in Stephen Ramsburg’s Militia 
Company during the French and 
Indian War (1754-1763). 

When Jacob Staley died in 
1760, he bequeathed his lands to 
his sons Jacob II (c.1747-c.1815),  
Henry (1747-1800) and Joseph 
(1752-1808). In his will, Jacob 
Staley gave his son Joseph 
(1752-1808) the “plantation 
house” and property called 
“Switzerland” where Jacob and 
his wife Margaretha (Joseph’s 
mother) lived.  Jacob also gave 
equal shares of his land tract 

called “Otersum” (which was 
adjacent to his Switzerland tract) 
to all three of his sons. What was 
likely Jacob Staley’s circa 1750 
“plantation house” on the tract 
of land called “Switzerland,” still 
stands near the intersection of 
Rocky Springs Road and Old 
Receiver Road.  The house, 
known today as “Fox’s Spy” 
house, is located about one half 
mile from Rocky Springs School 
House.   

Like their father, Joseph, 
Jacob II and Henry Staley 
became prominent land 
owners and respected citizens 
of Frederick County. During 
the Revolutionary War, Joseph 
Staley served on the Committee 
of Observation of Frederick 
County and in 1778, signed 
the Oath of Allegiance and 
Fidelity to Maryland. “Staley’s 
Gap,” where U.S. Highway 40 
crosses Catoctin Mountain south 

of High Knob, was reportedly 
named for this family. 

On November 12, 1792, 
Joseph Staley was granted a 
“Special Warrant of Resurvey” 
from the Maryland Land Office 
that authorized the resurvey of 
the following parcels of his land:
• 143 acres part of “Otersum” 

tract (originally granted to his 
father, Jacob Staley, on 21 July 
1752);

•  48 acres part of “Switzerland” 
tract (originally granted to 
his father, Jacob Staley, on 29 
September 1744);

• 14 acres part of “Staley’s Desire” 
tract originally granted to him 
on 28 February 1785;

• 3 acres part of “Martin’s Good 
Luck” originally granted to 
Martin Shoup on 19 April 
1773 
As a result of the resurvey and 

combining of the above listed 
tracts of land, the property was 
renamed “Foxe’s Spy” tract and 
on 29 January 1798,  Joseph 
Staley received “Foxe’s Spy” 
tract by Patent Certificate #1465 
(MSA S 1197-1530), which was 
a parcel of land containing 201 
½ acres.  When Joseph Staley 
died in 1808, he left his land to 
his descendants.    

Legislation enacted in 
Maryland in 1825 called for 
the levy court in each county 
to appoint school inspectors, 
certify teachers and appoint 
commissioners of primary schools 
to divide the county into school 
districts. Taxpayers in each school 
district were to elect a clerk and 
three trustees, select a site for a 
schoolhouse, and vote on a rate 
of tax to support it. Trustees were 
in charge of building, repairing, 
and furnishing the school, hiring 
the teacher and submitting an 
annual report. As such, by deed 
dated April 15, 1839 (Liber HS-
8, Folio 443-445), among the 
land records of Frederick County, 
Maryland, Reverend John Staley 
(1777-1858), who was a pioneer 
U.B. minister and Margaret 
Staley, his wife, conveyed a 
1-acre parcel of “Foxe’s Spy Tract” 
to “trustees” Cornelius Staley 
(1808-1883) (their son), Ezra 
Doub and Nicholas Whitmore, 

The History of 
Rocky Springs 
School House

Rocky Springs School House circa 1900, as pictured in the 
publication, “A CENTURY ADDRESSES delivered at the 
Centennial Celebration of the Founding of the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ” published by the U.B. Publishing 
House, Dayton, O., 1901.
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so “that they shall erect and build, 
or cause to be erected and built 
thereon a school house for the use of 
the Schoolers in School District no. 
26 and to be called “Rocky Springs 
School House”as laid out by the 
Board of Inspection, by the Primary 
School of Frederick County 
aforesaid according to the laws and 
regulations made by the Legislature 
of the State of Maryland for the 
government of primary schools in 
Frederick County...”  

In the book, Landmark History 
of the United Brethren Church, 
published in1911, Rocky Springs 
School House is identified as 
one of the U.B.’s “Pioneering 
Church-Schools.” 

According to U.B. history, 
Rocky Springs School House 
was built for “both school and 
sanctuary purposes” through 
the influence of the U.B., 
whose members were people of 
prominence in the Rocky Springs 
Community.  From 1839 until 
the U.B. built Rocky Springs 
Chapel next door in 1882 (on 
another one-acre parcel of 
“Foxe’s Spy” tract conveyed to 
the U.B. by Cornelius Staley 

and his wife, Rhuanna) the 
Rocky Springs School House 
served simultaneously as both 
Frederick County Public School 
Number 26 and as a U.B. house 
of worship (a period of 42 years). 
Reverend Commodore. I. B. 
Brane (1848-1920), who co-
authored the book, Landmark 
History of the United Brethren 
Church, lived in the Rocky 

Springs area of Frederick County, 
Maryland and attended Rocky 
Springs School House as a boy 
in the 1850s/1860s.  In the book, 
Reverend Brane describes the 
all encompassing role Rocky 
Springs School House played in 
his life as follows: 

“When the society that worshiped 
at Valentine Doub’s, where the 
general church was organized in 

1800, transferred its services to 
Rocky Spring School house, it 
entered upon the occupancy of a 
stone structure that was built for 
school and sanctuary purposes... 
Here the writer worshiped on 
Sunday and wrestled with “the three 
R’s” during the week, receiving 
nutriment for head and heart, plus 
an occasional flogging. Of course, 
there is a wide difference between 
temporal and eternal things, but 
they were strangely mixed and 
painfully applied in my experiences 
in that stone schoolhouse. The man 
who inspired my soul on Sunday 
“tanned my hide” on Monday. The 
preacher was also the teacher, you 
see. That strange combination of 
gospel grace and “physical culture” 
I well remember... by the way, 
how I love that old schoolhouse. It 
recalls those exquisitely bright days 
of childhood, including the boys and 
girls with whom I played forty years 
ago. It is the embodiment of some 
of the sweetest memories of my life, 
secular, social and religious. In that 
old schoolhouse I was converted. 
Within those walls, one bright 
Sunday morning, I was formally 
received into the Church. There I 
received my first communion. How 
I long to see my old pastors, and 
teachers, and schoolmates...” 

Rocky Springs School House 
also played a role in Maryland’s 
Civil War history when on July 
8, 1864, in connection with the 
Battle of Monocacy, members of 
the 8th Illinois Cavalry (U.S.A.) 
and the 1st and  2nd Maryland 
Cavalries (C.S.A.) skirmished 
near Rocky Springs School 
House, killing and wounding 
several men and horses. 
Documentation of  the skirmish 
to include two maps depicting 
Rocky Springs School House are 
in the 1898 book entitled “Early’s 
Great Raid, He Advances Through 
Maryland, Battle of Monocacy,” 
written by Frederick County 
native Edward. Y. Goldsborough, 
First Lieutenant and Aid-de-
Camp on General E.B. Tyler’s 
staff (both prior to and during 
the Battle of Monocacy) and 
Past Commander, Department 
of  Maryland, Grand Army 
of the Republic (G.A.R.), 

Rocky Springs School House class reunion group photograph taken in front of the school house circa 1962. 

Frederick County, Maryland school bus used to transport students 
to Rocky Springs School House circa 1928. 

See “History,” page 11
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HRSC’s Collaborative Archaeology Project  
with Local Colleges

HRSC understands the 
importance of protecting 
archaeological resources 

and the critical role archaeology 
plays in a historic site’s research, 
conservation, exhibition, 
interpretation and educational 
programming.  The Society for 
Historical Archaeology (SHA) 
(www.sha.org) defines historical 
archaeology as “The study of the 
material remains of past societies 
that also left behind some other form 
of historical evidence.” Historical 
archaeology incorporates the 
disciplines of anthropology, 
history, geography and folklore. 
In the United States, Historical 
Archaeologists work on a wide 
range of sites both on land 
and underwater. According to 
SHA, “These sites document early 
European settlement and its effects 
on Native American peoples, as 
well the subsequent spread of the 
frontier and later urbanization and 
industrialization. By examining the 
physical and documentary record of 
these sites, historical archaeologists 
attempt to discover the fabric of 
common everyday life in the past 
and seek to understand the broader 
historical development of their own 
and other societies.”

The Rocky Springs area of 
Frederick County, Maryland 

was settled by Europeans as 
early as the 1720s and these 
settlers had frequent and well 
documented contact with the 
Native American peoples who 
were inhabiting the region 

when they arrived. Therefore, 
in February 2016, HRSC 
reached out to Dr. Jennifer Ross, 
Professor of Art & Archaeology 
and Chair of the Department of 
Art and Archaeology at Hood 
College, Frederick, Maryland 
(www.hood.edu), to discuss 
the feasibility of a partnership 
between our organizations.  Dr. 
Ross then discussed the proposed 
partnership with her students 
and consulted with a colleague, 
Dr. David R. Hixson, adjunct 
professor of anthropology, 
archaeology and cultural 
geography, Frederick Community 
College (www.frederick.edu) 
and Hood College, who agreed 
that a collaborative archaeology 
partnership with HRSC would be 
beneficial to their organizations.   

Dr. Ross’ academic credentials 
include an A.B. (an abbreviation 
of the Latin name for the 
bachelor of arts degree “artium 

baccalaureus”), Department 
of Classical and Near Eastern 
Archaeology, Bryn Mawr College 
and both a M.A. and Ph.D., 
Department of Near Eastern 
Studies, University of California-
Berkeley. Dr. Ross specializes in 
the archaeology, cultures, and 
history of the ancient Near East, 
particularly Mesopotamia. Since 
2003, she has been a member of 
an international team excavating 
the site Çadır Höyük in central 
Turkey which shows evidence of 
human occupation ranging from 
the 6th millennium B.C. through 
the Byzantine period (Students 
from Hood College have been 
members of this team since 
2004). 

Dr. Hixson received a B.A. 
from the University of Illinois 
and a Ph.D. in anthropology 
and archaeology from Tulane 
University. His current research 

Aerial Drone image taken in October 2016, by the Hood College & Frederick Community College 
Archaeology Team showing the front view of Rocky Springs School House, Rocky Springs Chapel & 
surrounding area.

Aerial Drone image taken by the Hood College & Frederick 
Community College Archaeology Team in October 2016, showing 
the rear view of Rocky Springs School House, Rocky Springs 
Chapel & surrounding area. See “Archaeology,” page 10
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Dr. Hixson supervising students 
using ground surveying 
equipment at the Rocky Springs 
site in October 2016.

Students digging a test pit & screening 
for artifacts at the Rocky Springs site in 
October 2016.  

Aerial Drone image (View 1) taken by the 
Hood College & Frederick Community 
College Archaeology Team in April 
2017, showing the stone foundation of 
an unidentified structure at the Rocky 
Springs site.  

Aerial Drone image (View 2) taken by the 
Hood College & Frederick Community College 
Archaeology Team in April 2017, showing a closer 
view of the stone foundation of an unidentified 
structure at the Rocky Springs site.

The Hood College & Frederick Community 
Archaeology Team beginning to excavate the stone 
foundation at the Rocky Springs site in April 2017.  

Dr. Hixson instructing a student on the 
proper way to lay a grid line during 
excavations at the Rocky Springs site in April 
2017.  

Above, Dr. Ross laying a 
grid line with her students 
at the Rocky Springs site in 
April 2017.

At right, Dr. 
Ross observing 
& documenting 
during 
excavations 
at the Rocky 
Springs site in 
April 2017.

At right, the Hood College & 
Frederick Community College 
Archaeology Team excavating, 
screening for artifacts & 
documenting the unidentified stone 
foundation at the Rocky Springs 
Site in April 2017.

At right, the Hood College 
& Frederick Community 
College Archaeology Team 
excavating the unidentified 
stone foundation at the 
Rocky Springs Site in April 
2017.
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A primary goal of HRSC 
is to completely 
rehabilitate and restore 

Rocky Springs School House 
to its appearance during its first 
period of existence (1839-1865) 
and provide for the building’s 
adaptive reuse as a public center 
for historical interpretation and 
research regarding the history 
of the building and the objects, 
people and events associated 
with it. The original 1839 school 
house portion of the structure 
measures 1,057 square feet and 
the 1930s block rear addition 
measures 354 square feet. Project 
activities will be performed in 
accordance with the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties 
and will include rebuilding 
the school house’s roof, 
reconstruction of its bell tower 
and re-installation of the original 
school bell within it; repair of 
the exterior and interior stone 
masonry; restoring the interior 
plaster work and rebuilding its 
wooden floor. The project will 
also involve archaeological 
excavation of the floor area and 
the cataloging and analysis of 
any artifacts discovered during 
the project.  

Although Rocky Springs 
School House is one of the oldest 
and best preserved examples of 
a one-room field stone school 
house remaining in the State of 
Maryland and is the documented 
site of a Civil War cavalry 
skirmish that occurred on July 8, 
1864 as a precursor to the Battle 
of Monocacy, since its listing 
on the Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties 25 years ago 
(Survey No. F-3-95), lack of 

adequate maintenance has led 
to the rapid deterioration of this 
rare iconic structure.  Therefore, 
this project is extremely urgent. 
Numerous missing shingles on 
the school house allowed water 
to penetrate the roof structure 
which eventually caused  its 
timber roof framing to rot and 
collapse. This process also 
destabilized the bell tower so 
the bell and tower were removed 
about 1991 to prevent their 

collapse into the school’s interior. 
In addition, water entering the 
building through the deteriorated 
roof structure saturated the 
plaster ceiling which in turn 
collapsed. Moreover, the school 
house’s wooden flooring became 
so severely damaged by termites 
and water penetration that it 
had to be completely removed 
about 10 years ago.  Exterior 
masonry and whitewash were 
not maintained properly which 
caused  water to penetrate 
the mortar on the underlying 
stonework.  As a result, mortar 
is missing in sections and large 
cracks have appeared in the 
stone walls which have started 
to separate at the corners and 
collapse. Without appropriate 
and timely intervention, the 
Rocky Springs School House will 
be lost forever.    

As a signal of HRSC’s ongoing 
commitment to the preservation 
of Rocky Springs School House 
(which HRSC obtained title to 
on March 23, 2015), HRSC’s 
charter mandates that its trustees 
take all required actions to qualify 
for and successfully donate/
convey a Historic Preservation 
Easement on the property to 
the Maryland Historical Trust 

The Rocky Springs School House Restoration, 
Preservation & Adaptive Reuse Project

3-D model (View 1) of Rocky Springs School House created by the 
Hood College & Frederick Community College Archaeology Team.  
The model was made from 35, 16 megapixel photographs of the 
school house taken by the team in October 2016. 

3-D model (View 2) of Rocky Springs School House created by the 
Hood College & Frederick Community College Archaeology Team.  
The model was made from 35, 16 megapixel photographs of the 
school house taken by the team in October 2016. 

 3-D model (View 3) of Rocky Springs School House created by the 
Hood College & Frederick Community College Archaeology Team.  
The model was made from 35, 16 megapixel photographs of the 
school house taken by the team in October 2016.
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to ensure the protection and 
preservation of its historic value 
in perpetuity. In keeping with 
its plan to restore Rocky Springs 
School House, HRSC contacted 
Fitzgerald’s Heavy Timber 
Construction, Inc. (FHTC) in 
Thurmont, Maryland, a firm that 
specializes in the restoration of 
historic structures and requested 
detailed estimates for the 
work needed to restore Rocky 
Springs School House. Based 
on FHTC estimates, emergency 
stabilization of the structure will 
cost about $22,000 and complete 
restoration of the structure will 
cost approximately $200,000. 

Phase I of the project 
(Emergency Stabilization) will 
include the following work:

(1) Preparing the school 
house for removal of its severely 
deteriorated roof structure by 
setting up false work, rigging or 
shoring as necessary to stabilize 
the school’s roof structure and the 
top of its stone walls, to enable 
its safe removal to proceed. After 
the roof structure is stabilized and 
during the course of its removal, 
the dimensions and layout of the 
original wood framing, including 
mud sills, joists, false plates, 
rafters and framing for the bell 
tower, will be recorded for use 
in future phases of the school 
house’s restoration. 

(2) Removal of the 
deteriorated roof over the main 
section of the school house and 

inspection of the roof over the 
vestibule to determine its state 
of deterioration. If found to be 
severely deteriorated it will be 
removed.  If stable, it will be 
left in place. Roof debris will 
be removed from the site and 
window sashes will be removed 
to extract the debris from the 
interior of the school house, and 
then reinstalled once complete. 
The brick chimney will be 
removed down to the roof line 
and its bricks, as well as any 
bricks and stones fallen from the 
school house’s deteriorated walls 
will be collected and secured for 
use  in later phases of the school 
house’s restoration.

(3) Placement of a 45 mil 
EPDM rubber roof on top of 
the stone walls covering the 
entire top and down each side 
at least 12 inches at horizontal 
seams and 6 inches at sloped 
seams. The rubber roofing will be 
fastened with screws to the walls 
or wood blocking attached to the 
building.  Screws will be placed 
in the joints of the walls where 
possible, otherwise in the stones 
to achieve secure attachment of 
the rubber membrane.  Battens, 
grommets and washers will 
be used as needed to secure 
the rubber membrane. If the 
vestibule roof is removed, the 
tops of the vestibule walls will be 
covered as described above.  If its 
roof framing is left in place, then 
the entire section of its roof will 
be covered with rubber roofing. 

Phase II of the project 
(Complete Restoration) will 
include the following work: 

(1) Removal of the school 
house’s remaining deteriorated 
architectural components to 
include severely deteriorated 
wood framing, siding, 
wainscoting, window framing, 
door framing and floor joists 
which have been destroyed by 
water penetrating the roof space 
and termites; 

(2) Milling work  to produce 
the following lumber for the 
project:  ROOF FRAMING (2 
summer beams size 10x12x18; 
2 posts for beam size 8x8x14; 
48 ceiling joists size 2x9x15; 
8 ceiling joists for school bell 
size 2x9x15; 38 log rafters size 
2x8x18; 5 shed roof rafters size 
2x8x16; 20 lookouts size 2x4x6; 
24 collar beams size 2x6x11);  
BELL TOWER FRAMING 
(4 posts size 6x6x14; 4 sills size 
6x6x4; 4 plates size 4x6x4; 3 
rafters size 3x4x8); and ROOF 
SHEATHING (113 skip 
sheathing size 1x4x14; 15 eave 
and ridge boards size 1x8x14; 
8 skip sheathing size 1x4x10; 
2 eave and ridge boards size 
1x8x10); 

(3) Excavation of the school 
house’s interior floor space to 
provide a minimum 8 inches 
clear space between the bottom 
of the newly constructed wood 
joists and the earth grade to deter 
moisture and wood destroying 
insects; 

(4) Excavation for footings 
on the east and west walls of the 
school house for the new floor 
framing;

(5) New 18 inch wide, 8 inch 
thick footings reaching 8 inches 
above grade to support the new 
flooring placed at the east and 
west walls of the school house; 

(6) Excavation for 2 pier 
footings along the center of 
the classroom for foundations 
for the wood posts to support 
the summer beam of the roof 
structure; 

(7) Two pier footings that are 
2 foot square and 1 foot thick 
installed in order to support the 
summer beam of the new roof 
structure;  

(8) Installation of a 6 mil 
polyethylene vapor barrier 
over the entire interior of the 
school house floor space to deter 
moisture on the wooden floor 
joists and floor boards;  

(9) Reconstruction of a 
portion of the east stone wall 
above the north window; 

(10) Rebuilding of 12 linear 
feet of the brick cornice above 
the windows on the east side of 
the school house to ensure solid 
bearing for the roof framing; 

(11) Repair of the tops of the 
stone walls to accommodate the 
new roof framing;  

(12) Replacement of the 
damaged wood lintels to one 
window opening in the north 

See “Project,” page 10

 3-D model (View 4) of Rocky Springs School House created by the 
Hood College & Frederick Community College Archaeology Team.  
The model was made from 35, 16 megapixel photographs of the 
school house taken by the team in October 2016.

3-D model (View 5) of Rocky Springs School House created by the 
Hood College & Frederick Community College Archaeology Team.  
The model was made from 35, 16 megapixel photographs of the 
school house taken by the team in October 2016.
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stone wall; 
(13) 697 square feet of the 

exterior side of the stone walls 
re-pointed (east wall 231, 
north gable 155, west 103, west 
vestibule 88, and south 120);   

(14) Two beam pockets on 
the interior of the classroom 
repaired; 

(15) The school house roof 
over the classroom and vestibule 
rebuilt as necessary;  

(16) Reconstruction of the 
school house’s  bell tower;  

(17) Installation of 6 inch 
western red cedar Certi-Grade 
Number 1 Blue Label shingles 
on the school house roof and bell 
tower roof;  

(18) 16 ounce copper flashing 
installed on the school house 
roof in the following locations: 
concealed in the ridge comb; 
where the bell tower posts 
penetrate the roofing; where the 
roofing meets the chimney;

(19) 26 gauge galvanized 
steel flashing installed where the 
roof of the school house’s block 
addition meets the stone wall;  

(20) New rake boards 
installed on the school house at 
the gable ends of the roof and on 
the bell tower;

(21) Fascia boards installed 
on the school house at the top of 
the west wall of the vestibule and 

the bell tower roof;  
(22) The original school bell 

mounted in the reconstructed 
bell tower and fully operational; 

(23)  Period appropriate 
wooden floor boards installed 
and finished in the school house 
classroom and vestibule;  

(24) 1x6 baseboard installed 
in the school house classroom 
and vestibule; 

(25)  Natural hydraulic lime 
whitewash applied to the exterior 
side of the walls of the school 
house to include the block rear 
addition;  

(26)  The new roof trim and 
all exposed portions of the bell 
tower framing painted with 
white Allback purified linseed 
and linseed oil paint (one coat 
of primer and two coats of paint);  

(27)  White aluminum 5 inch 
half round gutters and 3 inch 
plain round downspouts installed 
on the school house (excluding 
the block addition);  

(28)  All plaster in the 
interior of the school house to 
include the ceiling restored

Once all restoration work is 
completed, HRSC will develop 
a preservation maintenance 
plan for the school house, in 
consultation with appropriate 
and experienced preservation 
tradesmen, using National Park 
Service Preservation Brief 47 
(Maintaining the Exterior of 
Small and Medium Size Historic 
Buildings) in conjunction with 
the Secretary of the Interior’s 

Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties as guides, and 
strictly adhere to it. This will 
serve to preserve the integrity 
of the school house’s historic 
and character-defining features, 
prevent building system failures 
and provide a safe environment 
for HRSC’s volunteer staff, 
visitors, educational exhibits and 
its collection of historic artifacts 
and archival materials. 

HRSC is committed to 
the restoration and long term 
preservation of Rocky Springs 
School House and is determined 
to raise funds for this purpose 
from numerous sources to 
include federal and state grant 
programs, private foundations, 
corporations and donations 
from individuals. However, in 
order to obtain grant funding 
for the project from the State of 
Maryland, HRSC must already 
have matching funds in-hand 
(amounting to 50 percent of 
the total project costs) before 
the Maryland Heritage Area 
Authority, Heart of the Civil 
War Heritage Area, will approve 
HRSC’s project for funding. 
Hence all donations toward 
this project will be crucial to its 
success and much appreciated. 

Historic Rocky Springs 
School House is a genuine 
American treasure and serves 
as a rare tangible reminder of 
Maryland’s first attempt at a 
uniform system of primary school 
education.  As the documented 

site of a skirmish that occurred 
on July 8, 1864, between 
members of the Eighth Illinois 
Cavalry (U.S.A.) and the First 
and Second Maryland Cavalry 
(C.S.A.) as a precursor to the 
Battle of Monocacy, Rocky 
Springs School House is an 
integral part of Maryland’s Civil 
War heritage and connects us 
with our Civil War history with 
vividness and authenticity. It is 
also a continual, visual reminder 
of the indomitable perseverance, 
courage, industriousness, 
resourcefulness, frugality and 
intelligence of the early settlers 
of Frederick County, Maryland.  
These brave pioneers transformed 
what was truly a frontier, into 
a vibrant community, through 
the establishment of farms, the 
building of houses, churches 
and schools, and by building 
and operating mills, tanneries, 
trade shops, businesses of all 
kinds and state-roads. Restoring 
Rocky Springs School House to 
its original appearance during 
its initial period of use (circa 
1839-1865) and creating within 
it, a historical interpretation 
and research center, will honor 
the memory of these courageous 
settlers and connect us with our 
shared heritage, which is the glue 
that holds a community together 
for generations. We hope you 
will consider making a donation 
to support this worthy cause. 

PROJECT
Continued from p. 9

focus is on remote-sensing and 
GIS in archaeological survey 
methods and in the area of 
“drone archaeology.” He has 
conducted field work in Illinois, 
Missouri, Kansas, Alabama and 
Louisiana. For over four years 
he participated in the Pakbeh 
Regional Economy Program at 
the site of Chunchucmil, Yucatán, 
Mexico and worked with NASA 
to conduct an archaeological 
and remote sensing survey of 
the Chunchucmil region. His 

research interests include the 
northern Maya lowlands, regional 
settlement pattern studies, 
multispectral satellite imagery, 
cultural anthropology of the Maya 
of Yucatán, Formative period 
Mesoamerica, and Mesoamerican 
iconography and he continues to 
publish the results of his studies 
in NW Yucatan.  Dr. Hixson is 
currently an adjunct professor of 
anthropology, archaeology and 
cultural geography at multiple 
universities within the greater 
D.C. area to include Shepherd 
University, Hood College and 
Frederick Community College.    

Since September 2016, HRSC 

has been working in partnership 
with Dr. Ross & Dr. Hixson for 
archaeological research on the 
Rocky Springs School House 
(built circa 1839) & Rocky 
Springs Chapel (built circa 1882) 
properties, as well as the adjacent 
former Grace (Free) Koehl & 
Joel Koehl (now Debby Moone) 
property, which were all part of 
the same land tract surveyed by 
Daniel Dulany for Jacob Staley 
(1698-1760) in 1741. Under 
the direction of Dr. Ross & Dr. 
Hixson, archaeology students 
from Hood College & Frederick 
Community College have been 
excavating selected areas of the 

three sites. Artifacts discovered 
are being analyzed, researched, 
documented, cataloged, 
interpreted & will ultimately be 
exhibited for the public as well as 
conserved & protected for future 
generations. The partnership is 
an important resource for training 
future archaeology professionals 
& enhances the cultural resource 
management program of HRSC. 
We will provide updates on this 
initiative in future issues of The 
Historic Rocky Springs Chapel & 
School House Chronicle.

ARCHAEOLOGY
Continued from p. 6



Summer 2017 The Historic Rocky Springs Chapel & School House Chronicle  Page 11

On September 25, 2017, 
Historic Rocky Springs 
Chapel, Inc. (HRSC) 

was contacted by Ralph Buglass, 
organizer of the Country School 
Association of America’s 
(CSAA) 2019 Annual 
Conference, who wanted to 
explore the possibilities of 
including a presentation about 
Rocky Springs School House 
and a site visit as part of CSAA’s 
2019 Annual Conference, 
which will be held at Hood 
College, Frederick, Maryland, 
June 2019. 

CSAA is a non-profit, 
national organization head-
quartered in League City, Texas, 
comprised of preservationists, 
history buffs and academicians 
dedicated to keeping alive the 
history of old schoolhouses and 
early education in the United 
States. CSAA is devoted 
to preserving memories and 
scholarship of the country 
school. The organization is 
designed to offer all interested 
individuals with a professional 
community focused on early 
American schools, preservation, 
education, and curriculum. 
The CSAA prides itself on 
connecting research and 
practice for anyone passionate 
about our country schools. 

CSAA holds an annual 
conference on various college 
campuses across the United 
States which is attended by 
preservationists, professors and 
teachers, museum curators, 

genealogists, librarians, re-
enactors, historical society 
members, schoolhouse owners, 
and other enthusiasts.  The 
conference consists of two days 
of presentations and a third 
day motor coach tour of local 
schoolhouses. The scholarly 
presentations and workshops 
on schoolhouse history and 
preservation cover an unlimited 
range of topics geared to 
ensuring the future of our 
educational heritage. 

HRSC’s presentation at 
CSAA’s Annual Conference 
will focus on the history of 
Rocky Springs School House 
and HRSC’s current and future 
plans for the preservation 
and use of the school house 
as a  historical interpretation 
and research center for the 
public.  The Hood College & 
Frederick Community College 
Archaeology Team will also 
give a scholarly presentation at 
the conference about their work 

at the Rocky Springs site. 
On October 4, 2017, Mr. 

Buglass visited the Rocky 
Springs School House site to 
begin preliminary planning 
with HRSC. In addition to 
being a member of CSAA and 
the organization’s 2019 Annual 
Conference organizer, Mr. 
Buglass is the author of a 17-
page article entitled “A Century 
of One- and Two- Room Schools: 
Teaching Yet Today,” published 
in “The Montgomery County 
Story - Montgomery County’s 
Periodical for Historical Research” 
(Fall 2015, Vol. 58, No. 2), a 
publication of the Montgomery 
County Historical Society.  
Moreover, Mr. Buglass serves 
on the Speakers Bureau of the 
Montgomery County Historical 
Society; was selected as 2017 
Volunteer of the Year, Peerless 
Rockville Historic Preservation; 
and is a recipient of the 
Country School Association of 
America (CSAA) 2014 Service 
Award.  He is also a Docent 
at the Kingsley One-room 
Schoolhouse in Clarksburg, 
Maryland. 

HRSC is honored and 
excited to be working with Mr. 
Buglass as well as Hood College 
and Frederick Community 
College Archaeology Professors 
Dr. Jennifer Ross and Dr. 
David Hixson, on this exciting 
initiative!

Frederick, Md. The first of 
Goldsborough’s maps depicting 
Rocky Springs School House is 
captioned “Monocacy Battlefield 
and Vicinity.” The second map is 
captioned “Showing Federal and 
Rebel Lines of Battle July 8, 1864.” 
In addition, Goldsborough wrote 
in reference to the action of 8 
July 1864, “Our cavalry skirmished 
with the rebel cavalry during the 

day near Rocky Springs School 
House...”

Between 1882 (when the 
chapel was built next door) and 
1930, Rocky Springs School 
House served exclusively as 
a public school. In 1930, the 
Frederick County Board of 
Education sold Rocky Springs 
School House to the trustees of 
Rocky Springs Chapel, a body 
corporate, for use as a meeting 
and community center. On 
March 23, 2015, the trustees of 
Historic Rocky Springs Chapel, 
Inc. purchased Rocky Springs 

Chapel & School House from 
the last two surviving trustees of 
Rocky Springs Chapel, a body 
corporate, for $1.00 (one dollar).    

References:
(1) Tracey, Grace L. and Dern, John 
P. Pioneers of Old Monocacy: The Early 
Settlement of Frederick County, Maryland, 
1721-1743. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub 
Co., 1987.
(2) Albright, Isaiah H., Brane, Commodore 
I. B. and Eberly, Daniel. Landmark History of 
the United      Brethren Church. Reading, Pa.: 
Behney & Bright, 1911.
(3) Goldsborough, E. Y. Early’s Great Raid, 
He Advances Through Maryland, Battle of 
Monocacy. Frederick, Maryland: Edward. Y. 
Goldsborough, 1898.

(4) Williams, T.J.C. and McKinsey, Folger.  
History of Frederick County Maryland. 
Hagerstown, Maryland: L. R. Titsworth & 
Co., 1910.
(5) MDLANDREC.NET @ https://
mdlandrec.net  An “Archives of Maryland 
Online.” 
(6) Various data archives @ https://www.
ancestry.com (i.e., birth, marriage and death 
records; U.S.
Census records; immigration and military 
records, etc.).
(7) Various data archives on the Maryland 
State Archives website @ www.msa.
maryland.gov.
(8) Maryland State Department of 
Education website:  http://msa.maryland.
gov/msa/mdmanual/13sdoe/html/sdoef.
html#colonial
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Most people don’t realize the 
Rocky Springs area of Frederick 
County Maryland is rich in Civil 
War history. For example, during 
Confederate General Jubal A. 
Early’s raid on Washington, D.C. 
in July 1864, Brigadier General 
Bradley T. Johnson, C.S.A., a 
native of Frederick, Maryland, 
commanded Early’s advanced 
cavalry guard in the initial 
invasion and on July 7th, 1864, 
Johnson’s forces clashed with 
those of Union General Lew 
Wallace in the western outskirts 
of the City of Frederick, killing 
and wounding numerous men 
and horses. The next day, July 
8th, 1864, the fighting continued 
and members of Union Brigadier 
General Erastus B. Tyler’s 8th 
Illinois Cavalry, under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel 
David R. Clendennin (U.S.A.) 
and members of Johnson’s 1st 
and 2nd Maryland Cavalries 
(C.S.A.), under the command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Harry 
Gilmore, skirmished near Rocky 
Springs School House, killing 
and wounding several more men 
and horses. 

Documentation of the 
skirmish, to include two maps 
depicting Rocky Springs School 
House are in the 1898 book 
“Early’s Great Raid, He Advances 
Through Maryland, Battle of 
Monocacy,” written by another 
Frederick, Maryland native 
E. Y. Goldsborough, a Union 
First Lieutenant and Aid-de-
Camp who was on General E.B. 
Tyler’s staff during the fighting 
on July 7-8, 1864. The first of 
Goldsborough’s maps depicting 
Rocky Springs School House is 
captioned “Monocacy Battlefield 
and Vicinity.” The second map is 
captioned “Showing Federal and 
Rebel Lines of Battle July 8, 1864.” 
(A detailed description of the 
military action that occured in 
the western outskirts of the City 
of Frederick on July 7-8, 1864, 
will appear in a future issue of 
Historic Rocky Springs Chapel 
& School House Chronicle.) 

In addition, men from the 
Rocky Springs area served in 
the Union and Confederate 
army and navy and many of 
them were wounded, captured 

or died in the line of duty. This 
not only affected the lives of the 
Soldiers and Sailors who served 
but the lives of their loved ones 
at home.  Even those who did 
not have loved ones serving in 
the military were affected by the 
conflict.  In this issue of Historic 
Rocky Springs Chapel & School 
House Chronicle, for example, 
you will read about how events 
that occured in Frederick County 
during the Civil War effected the 
life of County Commissioner and 
Rocky Springs Farmer, Joseph G. 
Miller. 

As a proud partner of the 
Heart of the Civil War Heritage 
Area (HCWHA), an area that 
includes portions of Washington, 
Frederick and Carroll Counties, 
HRSC will tell the fascinating 
story of how the Civil War 
impacted the Rocky Springs 
community and in so doing, will 
assist HCWHA in fulfilling its 
goals of enhanced stewardship of 
historical structures and objects 
and accurate storytelling and 
interpretation of the area’s Civil 
War resources. 

The Maryland Heritage 
Areas Program is governed 
by the Maryland Heritage 

Areas Authority (MHAA), 
an independent unit of state 
government that operates in 
the Housing and Community 
Development Division of the 
Department of Planning and is 
administered by the Maryland 
Historical Trust. MHAA 
provides targeted financial and 
technical assistance within 13 
locally designated Heritage 
Areas, each of which has a 
distinct focus or theme that 
represents a unique aspect of 
Maryland’s character. Together, 
MHAA, the Heritage Areas 
and local partners like HRSC, 
support the economic well-
being of Maryland’s communities 
by promoting, sustaining and 
creating place-based experiences, 
thereby improving the quality of 
life in our communities for the 
benefit of both residents and 
visitors. 

The HCWHA is a certified 
component of the Maryland 
Heritage Areas Program and 
is an independent nonprofit 
organization guided by a 
Board of Directors and an 
Advisory Council comprised 
of representatives of local 
government units, state 

and national parks, private 
organizations and businesses, 
and individuals from all three 
counties in the Heritage Area. 
HCWHA’s mission is to promote 
the stewardship of our historic, 
cultural, and natural Civil War 
resources; encourage superior 
visitor experiences; and stimulate 
tourism, economic prosperity, 
and educational development, 
thereby improving the quality 
of life in our community for the 
benefit of both residents and 
visitors.  

The HCWHA Exhibit 
and Visitor Center is the 
historic Newcomer House at 
Antietam National Battlefield 
in Sharpsburg, Maryland, made 
possible by an agreement between 
the National Park Service and 
the Hagerstown-Washington 
County Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.  Built in the 1780s, the 
house serves as the ideal place 
for visitors to learn about what 
HCWHA has to offer.  The 
house contains interesting and 
informative exhibits about 
the area’s Civil War history; 
brochures on historical and 
recreational attractions, lodging 
establishments and restaurants 
within the HCWHA; and 
during its open season, the house 
is staffed by knowledgeable 
National Park Service 
volunteers. To learn more about 
HCWHA and the Newcomer 
House access their website at 
http://www.heartofthecivilwar.
org.

HRSC’s plans to rehabilitate 
and restore Rocky Springs 
School House to its appearance 
during its first period of existence 
(1839-1865) and provide for 
the building’s adaptive reuse 
as a public center for historical 
interpretation and research 
regarding the history of the 
building and the objects, people 
and events associated with it, 
support the mission of HCWHA. 
Although HRSC plans to cover 
all aspects of the history of the 
Rocky Springs area of Frederick 
County Maryland, from the early 
colonial period through the mid 
20th century, HRSC will place 
special emphasis on the period 
of the American Civil War 

HRSC: A Proud “Heart 
of the Civil War Heritage 
Area (HCWHA)” Partner 

The Heart of the Civil War Heritage Area (HCWHA) logo. 
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(1861-1865). Rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction 
work on the school house will 
be performed in accordance with 
the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties and once 
restored and opened to the 
public, Historic Rocky Springs 
School House will be HRSC’s 
focal point for this initiative and  
thematically linked with other 
heritage resources in HCWHA. 

HRSC interpretative themes 
also support those of HCWHA 
through projects that relate 
to the social, economic and 
political aspect of the war years, 
the periods immediately prior to 
and following the war, Maryland’s 
unique location on the Mason-
Dixon Line and its status as a 
boarder state. Using Soldiers’ 
diaries, memoirs, regimental 
histories, official military reports, 
historical newspaper accounts, 
accounts written by local citizens 
and archaeological exploration, 
HRSC is conducting research 
on these topics to include troop 
movements and skirmishes in 
the Rocky Springs area. HRSC 
endeavors to use multiple 

vehicles to share the results of 
its research with the public to 
include educational exhibits, 
books and other educational 
publications, curriculum 
materials and use of its 2-acre 
property to display outdoor 
interpretative signage and 
present living history programs. 

HRSC will educate the 
public about troop movements 
and military engagements that 
occurred in the Rocky Springs 
area during September 1862, as 
part of The Maryland Campaign/
Antietam Campaign, which 
will include interpreting the 
engagement that occurred in 
the early morning hours of 
September 13, 1862, involving 
the 3rd Indiana Cavalry, 8th 
Illinois Cavalry, Jeff Davis 
Legion and the Washington 
(South Carolina) Artillery as a 
prelude to the Battle of South 
Mountain. In addition, HRSC 
will interpret the military action 
that occurred  July 7-8, 1864, 
in the western outskirts of  the 
City of Frederick during the two 
days leading up to the Battle 
of Monocacy (to includes the 
Rocky Springs School House 

skirmish on July 8, 1864), as 
part of the Civil War Valley 
Campaigns of 1864.  Other ways 
HRSC is supporting HCWHA  
interpretative themes is through 
the establishment of its Brigadier 
General Bradley Tyler Johnson 
Heritage Society (described in 
detail on HRSC’s website and 
Facebook page ) and through its 
Civil War period worship services 
and living history programs 
focusing on the key role religion 
played in both the Union and 
Confederate army; on individual 
Soldiers and their families; and 
on the military chaplains and the 
members of the civilian religious 
organizations that ministered to 
them during the War Between 
the States. 

If you know about an 
interesting event that occurred 
in the Rocky Springs area 
during the Civil War or know 
of a family member or family 
friend from Rocky Springs that 
served in the military during 
the Civil War and would like 
to share the information with 
HRSC, we would love to hear 
from you.  Moreover, if you 
would like to find out more 

information about an ancestor 
who served in the military during 
the Civil War please email us as 
much information as you know 
about them (i.e. name and 
approximate year of birth, the 
name of their spouse, parents, 
grandparents, etc.) and we will 
do our best to provide you with 
as much information as we can 
about their service. If you don’t 
know if you had ancestors who 
served in the military during 
the Civil War but are curious to 
find out, we can research it for 
you if you provide us with the 
name and as much information 
as you can about at least one 
grandparent (their names, their 
spouses name, their approximate 
year of birth, the names of their 
children or brothers and sisters, 
and where your grandparent 
lived).  Even if you don’t have 
that much information about 
them just provide us with what 
you have and we will go from 
there.  HRSC is delighted to 
research, interpret and showcase 
this captivating aspect of Rocky 
Springs history.    

The historic 
Newcomer 
House (built 
circa 1780), 
HCWHA’s 
Exhibit 
and Visitor 
Center at 
Antietam 
National 
Battlefield, 
Sharpsburg, 
Maryland. 
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THE UNION’S FIRST REGIMENT POTOMAC 
HOME BRIGADE CAVALRY (Cole’s Cavalry)

Companies A, C and D 
of the First Regiment 
Potomac Home Brigade 

(PHB) Cavalry (known as “Cole’s 
Cavalry”) were organized at 
Frederick City, Frederick County 
Maryland, from  August 10, 1861 
to November 27, 1861, and many 
men from the Rocky Springs area 
of Frederick County joined this 
unit. In the book “History and 
Roster of Maryland Volunteers, 
War of 1861-5, Volume I,” 
prepared under authority of the 
General Assembly of Maryland 
and published in 1898, the men 
who enlisted in Cole’s Cavalry 
were described as follows:

“...farmers’ and planters’ sons, 
mainly, in good circumstances, 
who owned good horses, which they 
brought with them into the military 
service. They were, in the main, 
young, unmarried men, intelligent, 
enthusiastic, accustomed to the 
use of firearms, of fine physique—
in fact, the very best material 

for cavalrymen. Their thorough 
knowledge of the topography of 
the country, which became, to a 
great extent, the seat of the war in 

Western Maryland, Pennsylvania 
and Virginia, rendered their services 
to the Union cause invaluable. 
During the four long years of war 

from 1861 to 1865, they were 
almost constantly in the saddle, and 
from Gettysburg, in Pennsylvania, 
to Lynchburg, on the James, in 
Virginia, they scouted and fought 
with untiring zeal.”

The below list and 
corresponding remarks were 
extracted from the official roster 
of the unit.  The names of the 
men listed below are only those 
whose names (or the names of 
their family members) appear in 
Frederick County land records 
pertaining to land bought or sold 
in the Rocky Springs area and/or 
who have family members buried 
in Rocky Springs Cemetery.  
Please keep in mind this 
information pertains to only one 
of the many military units, both 
Union and Confederate, that  
men from the Rocky Springs 
area of Frederick County served 
in during the Civil War.      

List of Men From the Rocky Springs area of Frederick County 
Who Served in The First Regiment Potomac Home Brigade (PHB) 

Cavalry (Cole’s Cavalry) During the Civil War: 
Basil H. Albaugh  
(Wounded and taken 
prisoner, September 2, 
1862, at Leesburg, Va) 

Theophilus Brown (Wounded 
in action, October 18, 1863; 
Charlestown, West Va)

Thomas Brown

Frederick Cline (Taken 
prisoner, September 12, 
1862, and January 1864)

Henry Fogle

Solomon Fogle

John T. Hildebrand  
(Also served in Company F, 
First P HB Infantry) 

David E. Houck (Taken 

prisoner, September 2, 
1862)

George W. Jacobs 

Daniel Kintz (Died November 
20, 1863, while a prisoner 
of war)

Jacob Kline

Jas. H. Koontz (Also served 
in Company I, First PHB 
Infantry) 

Noah Koontz

Cornelius Main (Also served 
in company F., PHB Infantry)

Daniel Main

George W. Main

Joseph Daniel Main 

(Enlisted as private Company 
A; promoted to Hospital 
Steward) 

William H. McKenzie 

Morris McKenzie 

Henry Miller (Taken prisoner, 
September 2, 1862, and 
July 5, 1863)

John Miller 

William Miller

Logan Orrison 

David E. Orrison 

Job Rice (Enlisted as First 
Sergeant, Company A; 
promoted) 

Oliver Rice 

Joseph H. Schaffer (Taken 
prisoner, September 2, 
1862, June, 1863, and 
January 1, 1864; died in 
Rebel prison at Richmond, 
Va)  

Charles Shaeffer (Taken 
prisoner, July 30, 1864) 

Adolph W. Smith

Frederick Smith

George S. Smith

George W. Smith

Martin Smith

Thomas Smith

William Smith

William H. Smith

Headstone of Private Edward V. Stone, Rocky Springs Cemetery, 
Frederick, Maryland.  The inscription reads, “E. V. STONE  Co. 
A 1st Md. P.H.B. Cav. Died Jan. 11, 1864. Aged 23 yrs 9 mos. & 7 
days.”
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Jesse Stahl

Simon M. Staley (Killed in 
action, January 10, 1864, 
Loudon Heights, Va.)

Edward V. Stone (Killed in 
action, January 10, 1864, 
Loudon Heights, Va.) 

Samuel Stone (Killed in 
action, January 10, 1864, 
Loudon Heights, Va.) 

Dennis Stull (Killed in 
action, March 7, 1862, near 
Winchester, Va.)

George E. Stull (Taken 
prisoner, January 1, 1864; 
died while a prisoner of War.)

Jno. W. Sullivan (Killed in 
action, September 2. 1862, 
Leesburg, Va.) 

Calvin S. Wachter (Wounded 
in action, December 23, 
1863; taken prisoner 
January 1, 1864; died while 
a prisoner of war.)

Gideon R. Wachter

Thomas M. Wachter 
(Wounded in action, 
September 2, 1862, 
Leesburg, Va.) 

George C. Whip

Jno. L. Williams (Wounded in 
action September 2, 1862, 
Leesburg, Va.) 

Geo. F. Zeigler 

Jas. R. Zeigler 

Lewis M. Zimmerman

According to official records, 
“Cole’s Cavalry” participated 
in the following skirmishes, 
engagements and battles 
during the Civil War, either 
by company, detachments, 
battalions or as a regiment: 
South Branch Bridge, Va., 
October 26, 1861; Hancock, 
Md., January 5 and 6, 1862; 
Bloomery Gap, Va., February 
14, 1862; Martinsburg, Va., 
March 3, 1862 ; Bunker 
Hill, Va’., March 5, 1862; 
Stephenson’s Depot, Va., 
March 7 and 8, 1862; 
Winchester, Va., March 

12, 1862; Kernstown, Va., 
March 22 and 23, 1862 ; 
Edinburg, Va., April 1, 1862; 
Grass Lick, Va., April 23, 
1862; Wordensfield, Va., 
May 7, 1862; Charlestown, 
Va., May 28, 1862 ; 
Leesburg, Va., September 
2, 1862 ; Harper’s Ferry, 
Va., September 13 and 
14, 1862; Sharpsburg, 
Md., September 15, 1862; 
Hyattstown, Md., October 
12, 1862; Charlestown, 
Va., November 14, 
1862; Charlestown, 
Va., December 2, 1862; 
Berryville, Va., December 
3, 1862; Winchester, Va., 
December 5, 1862; Hall 

Town, Va., December 20, 
1862; Berryville, Va., June 
13, 1863 ; Martinsburg, 
Va,, June 14, 1863 ; 
Williamsport, Md., June 15, 
1863; Catoctin Creek, June 
17, 1863; Sharpsburg, Md., 
July, 1863; Fountain Dale, 
Pa., July 1, 1863; Frederick, 
Md., June 22, 1863; 
Gettysburg, Pa., July 1 to 3, 
1863; Emmitsburg, Md., July 
5, 1863; Falling Waters, July 
6, 1863; Harper’s Ferry, July 
6, 1863 ; Catoctin Mountain, 
Va., September 14, 1863; 
Snickersville, Leesburg, 
Rector’s X Roads and 
Bloomfield, Va., September, 
1863 ; Upperville, Va., 

September 25, 1863; 
Charlestown, Va., October 
18, 1863; Mt. Jackson, 
Va., November 17, 1863; 
Woodstock and Ashby’s Gap, 
November, 1863 ; Upperville, 
Va., December 10, 1863 
; Edinurg, Va., December 
17, 1863 ; New Market, 
Va., December 18, 1863; 
Harrisonburg and Staunton, 
December 21, 1863; 
Rectortown, January 1, 
1864 ; London Heights, Va., 
January 10, 1864 ; Romney, 
Moorfield and Mechanicsville 
Gap, January, 1864;New 
Market, Va., May 13 to 15, 
1864; Harrisonburg, Va., 
June 3, 1864; Piedmont, 
Va., June 5, 1864; Tye 
River Gap, June 12, 1864; 
Lexington, Va., June 13, 
1864; Buchannon, Va., June 
14, 1864; Lynchburg, Va., 
June 15, 1864; Salem, Va., 
June 21, 1864; Leetown 
and Shepardstown, Va., 
July 3, 1864; Frederick, 
Md., July 11, and 12, 
1864; Maryland Heights, 
Brownesville, Crampton’s 
Gap and Herndon, July, 
1864; Purcelville, Va., 
July 16, 1864; Snicker’s 
Ferry, Va., July 18, 1864; 
Ashby’s Gap, Va., July 19, 
1864; Winchester, Va., 
July 19, 1864 ; Kernstown 
(Winchester), July 23 and 
24, 1864 ; Snicker’s Gap, 
July 25, 1864; Falling 
Waters,July 26, 1864; 
Hagerstown, July 29 and 
30, 1864; Keedysville and 
Antietam, Md., August 22, 
1864; Summit Point, Va., 
August 30, 1864; White 
Post, Va., September 3, 
1864; and Winchester, Va., 
September 19, 1864.

Source: History and Roster 
of Maryland Volunteers, 
War of 1861-5, Volume 1: 
Prepared Under Authority 
of  The General Assembly of 
Maryland: 1898. 

U.S. Army Military History Institute photo.

Captain Daniel Link (right), Co. A, 1st Maryland Cavalry, Potomac 
Home Brigade and  Hospital Steward Albert M. Hunter (left), 
Co. C, 1st Maryland Cavalry, Potomac Home Brigade and three 
unidentified young ladies that are likely their family members. 
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At 1322 Rocky Springs 
Road there stands a 
two-story, random 

rubble stone house, built circa 
1858. The house is currently 
owned by developer ZCD Millie’s 
Delight LLC.  However, during 
the Civil War it was owned by 
a man named Joseph G. Miller 
(1818-1919).  The story of Mr. 
Miller’s life and exploits are so 
intriguing they are the subject 
of this article. Moreover, like 

Rocky Springs School House, 
Mr. Miller’s former abode serves 
as a tangible reminder of the 
Civil War history of Rocky 
Springs. Joseph Getzendanner 
Miller was born in Berkeley 
County, Virginia (now West 
Virginia) on February 20, 1818, 
to David Miller (1784-1829) 
and Mary (Getzendanner) Miller 
(1792-1854). He was the third of 
seven children.  Joseph Miller’s 
mother was a native of Frederick, 

Maryland.  Her Getzendanner 
ancestors immigrated to 
America from Switzerland prior 
to 1730 and were some of the 
earliest settlers in what would 
later become Frederick County, 
Maryland. When Joseph was 11 
years old, his father died.  

In 1834, when he was 16 
years old, Joseph moved to his 
mother’s hometown of Frederick, 
Maryland and secured a position 
as a salesman at the general 

merchandise store of Christian 
Steiner, whose shop was located 
on North Market Street.  After 
working with Mr. Steiner for 
several years,  Miller and a co-
worker (Joshua Doub), bought 
the stock and trade of Mr. Steiner 
and formed a partnership under 
the name “Doub & Miller.”  
Their partnership had continued 
for about seven years, when 
Doub died, after which Miller 
purchased Doub’s interest in 

Commissioner Flees on Horseback to Save County 
Cash & Records From Rebel Raiders & Meets his 

Future Wife While Eluding Capture: 

The Intriguing Story of Joseph G. Miller, 
Frederick County’s “Grand Old Man”

Front view of the former Joseph G. Miller house at 1322 Rocky 
Springs Road, Frederick, Maryland, built circa 1858. (Photograph 
taken June 2017.) 

Partial front and side view of the former Joseph G. Miller house at 
1322 Rocky Springs Road, Frederick, Maryland, built circa 1858. 
(Photograph taken June 2017.)
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the business.  After conducting 
business by himself for a few years, 
Miller formed a partnership with 
Daniel Getzendanner under the 
name “J. G. Miller & Co.”  The 
following year, D. C. Winebrener 
was taken into the firm.       

In 1856, after having acquired 
a comfortable fortune, Miller 
retired from the mercantile 
business.  He then purchased 
approximately 200 acres of 
farmland in Rocky Springs, on 
which he built the two-story, 
random rubble stone house that 
still stands at 1322 Rocky Springs 
Road.  The land on which the 
house was built was originally 
part of a land tract called 
“Otersum” that was granted to 
Jacob Staley (1698-1760)  in 
1741. When Miller purchased his 
farm at  Rocky Springs, he was 38 
years old and still a bachelor.  At 
his Rocky Springs farm, Miller 
planted an orchard of fruit trees 
and raised record-breaking crops.  
He soon earned the reputation 
of being a very successful farmer 
and was credited with being 
“the originator of the rule of 
two stalks of corn to the hill.” 
A practice reportedly adhered to 
by a large number of Frederick 
County farmers well into the 
20th century.   

During the Civil War, 
Maryland was a slave-holding 
border state.  Although it 
officially remained with the 
Union, its citizens were deeply 
divided over the argument of 
states’ rights and the future of 
slavery in the United States.  
Many Marylanders wished to 
remain in the Union, but did not 
want to wage war against their 
southern neighbors. While many 
Marylanders disliked the idea of 
secession, they felt that it was a 
state’s right to secede from the 
union if it chose to. Many also 
felt Maryland should not permit 
Federal troops to pass through 
the state to attack a sister state. 

On April 19, 1861, the 
passage of the 6th Massachusetts 
Regiment through Baltimore, 
a city whose inhabitants were 
largely sympathetic to the South, 
was the spark that ignited a riot 
on Pratt Street that left 8 rioters, 

1 innocent bystander and 3 
soldiers dead, and 24 soldiers and 
numerous civilians wounded. 
To quell the unrest, on April 
22, 1861, President Abraham 
Lincoln made an agreement with 
the Governor of Maryland and 
Mayor of the City of Baltimore 
to route Federal troops through 
Annapolis instead of Baltimore. 
Later that day (April 22, 1861), 
Governor Hicks called a special 
session of the Maryland General 
Assembly to discuss the crisis. 
To avoid anti-Union sentiment, 
the Governor convened the 
Legislature in Frederick, 
Maryland, a largely pro-Union 
city, and set the first meeting 
for April 26, 1861.  However, 
in Frederick, the fierce debate 
between the “States Rights/
Southern Rights/pro-secession” 
group and the “Unionists/pro-

Union” group continued to 
rage. On May 8, 1861, a fire 
broke out in the cupola of the 
Frederick County Courthouse, 
burning it to the ground, and, 
not surprisingly, sympathizers 
on opposing sides of the conflict 
accused each other of setting the 
fire.  

The burning of the courthouse 
in May 1861, necessitated the 
building of a new structure, and 
in June 1861, the members of 
the Frederick Board of County 
Commissioners voted to begin the 
work of rebuilding at once.  They 
proceeded under the authority of 
an act of the Maryland Legislator 
that authorized them to issue 
bonds up to $40,000, for the 
construction of the building and 
$8,000 to pay for the furnishings. 

That summer, Miller, who 
had always been a staunch 

Republican and was strongly 
“pro-Union,” decided to run for 
a seat on the  Frederick Board 
of County Commissioners. 
When the votes were tallied in 
November 1861, Miller proved 
to be victorious and would 
represent Election District No. 
2, Frederick District (Election 
District No. 21,Tuscarora 
District, which is the current 
election district of Rocky 
Springs, was not established until 
1884, therefore, during the Civil 
War, Rocky Springs was part of 
Election District No. 2/Frederick 
District).  Besides Miller, the 
other commissioners elected 
for the 1862/1863 term were: 
Nicholas Norris, Libety; Joseph 
Routzahn, Mount Pleasant; 
Horatio Little, Middletown; and 
William Watkins, New Market. 

When the newly elected 
members of the 1862/1863 
Frederick Board of County 
Commissioners assumed their 
duties, they placed Miller in 
charge of the funds to rebuild and 
furnish the courthouse. Little did 
Miller know when he accepted 
this responsibility, the profound 
impact it would have on both his 
personal life and physical safety.  
However, during the Maryland 
Campaign of 1862, Miller would 
begin to feel its impact.  On or 
about September 6, 1862, when 
Confederate Major General 
Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s 
advanced force threatened the 
City of Frederick, Miller (who 
was the only unmarried man on 
the Frederick Board of County 
Commissioners), was ordered by 
his colleagues to take the money 
for rebuilding the courthouse to 
Pennsylvania, in order to prevent 
it from falling into the hands of 
the Rebel raiders.  Miller was 
also directed to “keep away from 
the main roads.”    

Since Miller was never a 
man to shirk responsibility, he 
quickly hid the money to rebuild 
the courthouse under his saddle 
and rode by back roads into 
Pennsylvania to elude capture 
by Confederate forces.  One 
of Miller’s neighbors in Rocky 
Springs was the Kintz family, 

See “Miller,” page 18

Photograph of Joseph G. Miller that appeared in the January 
to June 1918 issue of “The Bankers Magazine” where he was 
recognized for being one of the oldest bank directors in the nation.  
The picture was taken on his 100th birthday.
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who originally came from York 
County, Pennsylvania. The 
Kintz family told Miller about a 
man they knew in York County 
by the name of Jacob Cocklin, 
whose farm Miller believed 
(based on the description of 
Cocklin’s property given to him 
by the Kintz family) would be an 
ideal place to take refuge with 
the money, until the Confederate 
forces threatening Frederick 
were gone. 

Therefore, Miller traveled 
on the back roads until he saw 
a secluded lane leading through 
the woods and rode along it until 
he came to the home of Jacob 
Cocklin.  The Conklin farm was a 
property of several hundred acres 
where fruit trees were grown. 
The Cocklin home was in York 
County, Pennsylvania to the west 
of Siddonsburg and to the east of 
Bowmansdale, in Cumberland 
County, Pennsylvania.  The 
Yellow Breeches Creek divides 
the two counties and a deep 
woods surrounded the cultivated 
portion of the farm. All these 
elements combined made the 
Cocklin farm the ideal place for 
concealing the money to rebuild 
the Frederick County courthouse, 
from the Confederate raiders.  

There is no record of exactly 
how long Miller stayed at the 
Jacob Cocklin farm in September 
of 1862, before returning to 
Frederick with the courthouse 
funds. What we do know, 
however, is that Miller’s visit was 
long enough for him to start a 
courtship with Jacob Cocklin’s 
eldest daughter, Sarah Catherine 
Cocklin.  We also know Miller 
returned safely to Frederick with 
the county’s cash, and that the 
new courthouse was rebuilt as 
planned. 

In November 1863, Miller 
was reelected to the Frederick 
Board of County Commissioners 
for the 1864-1865 term. On July 
9, 1864, in connection with 
General Jubal A. Early’s raid 
on Washington (and just prior 
to the Battle of Monocacy) 

the Confederates levied a 
“contribution” of $200,000 on 
the City of Frederick, that if not 
paid, would result in the town 
being burnt to the ground. Once 
again, Commissioner Miller 
sprung into action. In order to 
guard the county’s records and 
valuable papers from imminent 
destruction, he quickly secured 
the documents, then rapidly 
transported them to Baltimore 
for safekeeping until the danger 
had passed.    

On November 14, 1864, 
Miller was again elected to 
the Frederick Board of County 
Commissioners for the 1865-
1866 term, this time serving as 
the board President.  Miller was 
then authorized by the board to 
issue county bonds to the banks 
for “bounty money” borrowed to 
lift the notes given by individuals 
when the Confederates levied 
the “contribution” of $200,000 
on the City of Frederick, on 
July 9, 1864. On December 
4, 1865, Miller was elected to 
the Frederick Board of County 
Commissioners for the fourth 
time, for the 1866-1867 term, 
and again served as the board’s 
President. On January 19, 1865, 
at the age of 47, Commissioner 
Miller was married for the first 
(and only) time, to Miss Sarah 
Catherine Cocklin, the daughter 
of the man who owned the farm 
to which he fled with the county’s 
cash, during the September 1862 
Confederate raid on Frederick. 
By all accounts, this was a very 
happy union.  

In addition to Miller’s 
dedicated and illustrious service 
on the Frederick Board of County 
Commissioners, his great success 
in the mercantile business and in 
agricultural pursuits on his Rocky 
Springs farm, Miller served as 
a director of the Farmers and 
Mechanics National Bank of 
Frederick; was active in the 
management of the Frederick and 
Monocacy Turnpike Company 
(serving as its treasurer for forty 
years); served as a trustee of the 
Frederick County Almshouse 
(and later Montevue Hospital) 
and as a member of the Board 
of Charities and Corrections; 
served forty years as a director of 

the Mutual Insurance Company, 
and, twenty years after the close 
of his fourth term, Miller was 
elected for the fifth time to serve 
on the Frederick Board of County 
Commissioners, for the period 
1887-1889, and would again 
serve as the board President.

Affectionately known to 
the citizens of Frederick as 
“Frederick County’s Grand 
Old Man,” and “Uncle Joe,” 
Miller was recognized in the 
January to June 1918 issue of 
“The Bankers Magazine” for 
being one of the oldest bank 
directors in the nation.  At the 
age of 100, Miller continued 
to attend board meetings and 
took an active interest in the 
bank’s affairs.  He was reportedly 
blessed with excellent health 
throughout his entire life and at 
96, he routinely worked in the 
garden and tended the chickens 
every day.  Moreover, an article 
in the September 16, 1915 
edition of The News, reported, 
“Among the nearly ten thousand 
persons who voted in Frederick 
County on Tuesday, one of the 
most remarkable was Joseph G. 
Miller, now in his 98th year. He 
drove to town in the heat of the day 
and marked a Republican ballot in 
Precinct 3 polling place, next to the 
South Market Street bridge...” 

In 1960, his granddaughter, 
Alice Witter (Mrs. Daniel J. 
Thomas), reported that Miller’s 
interest in everything was vivid 
until the last two weeks of his 
life and he was a marvelous 
conversationalist. Joseph G. 
Miller, Frederick County’s 
“Grand Old Man,” died March 
11, 1919, at 101 years of age. 
His wife Sarah, died two months 
later, on May 15, 1919, at the 
age of 88. They were both laid to 
rest in Mount Olivet Cemetery, 
Frederick, Maryland.

Additional Genealogical 
Information: 
Joseph G. Miller and his wife Sarah 
Catherine (Cocklin) Miller (1831-1919) 
had one child, a daughter, named Mary 
Catherine Virginia Miller (1867-1925).  
Mary C. V. Miller married  Harry Baker 
Witter in 1888.  Like his father-in-law, Harry 
B. Witter served on the Frederick Board 
of County Commissioners.  Mary (Miller) 
Witter and Harry Witter had six children:  
Mary (who became Mrs. John L. Shaw); 

Willis D. Witter; Grace (who became Mrs. 
John C. Engle); Alice (who became Mrs. 
Daniel J. Thomas); Franklin Witter; and 
Rebecca (who became Mrs. Garrett L. 
Windle).    
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Maryland) 4 May 1916: 4. Print.

“A Centenarian Who Is An Active Bank 
Director.” The Bankers Magazine,Volume 
XCVI. New York: The Bankers Publishing 
CO., January To June 1918.

“Frederick Countian Is 101.” The Baltimore 
Sun (Baltimore, Maryland) 21 Feb. 1919: 3. 
Print.

“Joseph G. Miller, 101, Dead.”  The Baltimore 
Sun (Baltimore, Maryland) 12 Mar. 1919: 3. 
Print.

“Frederick City Soon To Pay Final Installment 
On Civil War Debt.”  The News (Frederick, 
Maryland) 14 Sep. 1951: 8. Print.

“Civil War Episode, County Head’s Courtship 
Related.” The News (Frederick, Maryland) 8 
Apr. 1960:  17. Print.

MDLANDREC.NET @ https://mdlandrec.
net  An “Archives of Maryland Online” 
Publication:   1999-2017.

Various data archives @ https://www.
ancestry.com (i.e., birth, marriage and death 
records; U.S. Census records; immigration 
and military records, etc.) 

Confederate Military History: A Library 
of Confederate States History, In Twelve 
Volumes, Written By Distinguished Men of 
The South, and Edited by GEN. Clement A. 
Evans of Georgia: Vol. II., MARYLAND By 
Brig.-Gen. Bradley T. Johnson. Atlanta, Ga.: 
Confederate Publishing Company, 1899.

MILLER
Continued from p. 17
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On August 14, 2017, the Chapel’s 
upright piano, built by the Shaw 
Piano Company in Baltimore, 

Maryland in 1909, received a long-overdue 
tuning and had its F6 string replaced. 
Due to the piano’s age and its historical 
significance to Rocky Springs Chapel, 
HRSC wanted to make sure the individual 
it hired to examine and tune the piano had 
the necessary qualifications to successfully 
accomplish this delicate task. Therefore, 
HRSC selected Piano Technician Damon 
L. Dye of Dye’s Piano Service, Walkersville, 
Maryland to perform the work. 

Mr. Dye has a Bachelors Degree in 
Music from West Virginia University, 
a Masters Degree in Music from the 

University of Maryland College Park and 
has been a music educator in Frederick 
County, Maryland for the past 25 years. 
He studied with the Randy Potter School 
of Piano Technology and apprenticed 
with technicians who had spent over 40 
years in the piano industry.  Mr. Dye has 
tuned for some of the most famous concert 
artists, including Leon Fleisher, Alexander 
Kobrin, Emanuel Ax, Alon Goldstein, 
Shai Wosner, and Jim Brickman. He also 
tunes for The Weinberg Center for the 
Performing Arts, The Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra and The Barbara Ingram School 

for the Performing Arts and is an Associate 
Member of the Washington D.C. Chapter 
of the Piano Technicians Guild. HRSC has 
great confidence in Mr. Dye’s professional 
abilities and is happy to know he is willing 
to continue to care for the Chapel’s historic 
pianos.  

For many years, Mrs. Estelle Susan 
(Kemp) Martz (2 April 1891-27 December 
1972) faithfully played this piano for the 
Rocky Springs Chapel congregation every 
Sunday. Sometimes Mrs. Martz would be 

Rocky 
Springs 
Chapel’s 

1909 Shaw 
Piano Gets a 

Tune-Up!

HRSC’s upright piano made 
by the Shaw Piano Company, 
Baltimore, Maryland in1909.

Image courtesy of her granddaughter,  
Karen L. Martz Raymond.

Estelle Susan (Kemp) Martz (2 April 
1891-27 December 1972).  This charcoal 
portrait of Mrs. Martz was made around 
the time of her marriage to Mehrle Edgar 
Martz in 1913.  

Photo courtesy of Karen L. Martz Raymond.

Karen L. Martz & Cynthia Jane Martz about 1958 at the old Martz homestead 
on Kemp Lane. Karen & Cynthia are the daughters of Vivian Marjorie (Grimes) 
Martz & George R. Martz. They sometimes sang in Rocky Springs Chapel while their 
grandmother, Estelle Martz, played the piano for the congregation.

See “Piano,” page 24
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Rocky Springs Chapel is Getting A “Make Over”

A small team of HRSC volunteers have 
gradually been transforming the 
interior of Historic Rocky Springs 

Chapel to that of an earlier era.  The goal 
of the project is to restore the chapel to its 
original circa 1882 appearance, accentuate 
its historic elements and give it a warm and 
inviting appearance. Since the chapel was 
built in the early 1880s, its floors, pews and 
doors are made of hardwood. Originally, 
these wooden elements would have been left 
in their natural state.  However, over time, 
red carpeting was installed at the front of the 
chapel and the pews were painted a reddish 
color that made the interior of the chapel 
seem rather dark.  

In order to expose the natural beauty of 
the historic wood floor, the team removed 
the old red carpeting (along with its 
deteriorating  padding), as well as the old 
black rubber runners throughout the rest of 
the chapel. Next, the team had to carefully 
pry up the carpet tack strips while trying to 
avoid scratching the wood floor. Wood putty 
was then used to conceal the small nail holes 
left by the removal of the tack strips. After 
that, the floor was cleaned, a coat of shellac 
was applied to protect it and the black rubber 
runners were replaced with a clear one. 

Next, the team turned its attention to the 
pews. The team members were unanimous 
in their desire to have the pews restored 
to their original unpainted appearance.  

Unfortunately, it quickly became apparent 
that in order to return the pews to their 
original state, the team would have to 
spend countless hours working with caustic 

chemicals (paint stripper) to remove the red 
paint, with no running water or electricity 
on site. The team then determined the best 
course of action, under the circumstances, 

Chapel interior prior to make over.  The red pews, pulpit and carpet made the chapel feel 
rather oppressive.   

Chapel interior prior to make over. A view 
of the red pews looking toward the chapel’s 
main entry.

Chapel interior prior to make over.  Thick 
black runners covered the floor in several 
areas and were removed to expose the 
beautiful hardwood floor. 

Chapel interior prior to make over.  The 
black runners that covered a large portion 
of the floor prior to their removal.  
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would be to “conceal” the red 
color of the pews by repainting 
them.  

White paint was selected 
for the pews, walls and ceiling.  
Although the repainting of 
the chapel’s interior is not 
yet complete, the white color 
selected, coupled with the 
abundant natural light entering 
the chapel through its ten tall 
windows, will give the chapel the 
warm and inviting appearance 
the team is looking for. In 
addition, by researching church 
interiors of the 1880s, the team 
learned the floral arrangements 
used in churches during this time 
were predominately composed 
of white flowers of various types. 
Therefore, the team created the 

chapel’s flower arrangements 
using white flowers. 

Moreover, as funding permits, 
HRSC plans to install 1880s 
style reproduction lighting in 
the chapel, of the type which 
would have been used in rural 
churches in Western Maryland, 
during this time period. The 
four nonfunctional ceiling 
lights currently in the chapel 
were likely installed in the 
late 1920s. If you would like to 
volunteer your time to assist 
HRSC with the project, please 
let us know.  If you would like 
to make a monetary donation 
to be used toward the purchase 
of reproduction lighting for 
the chapel, it would be much 
appreciated.   

Chapel prior to make over.  Old red carpeting covered the wood 
floors at the front of the Chapel & the pulpit & the railings were 
painted red.

Chapel prior to make over.  
Another view of the red 
carpeting & railings at the front 
of the chapel. 

 Chapel after the make over.  
View upon entering the main 
doorway.

Chapel after the make over.  
View from behind the pulpit 
looking left.

 Chapel after the make over. 
View from behind the pulpit 
looking straight ahead.

 Chapel after the make over. View upon 
entering the chapel looking right toward 
the 1909 Shaw Piano.

Chapel after the make over.  View from the 
left side of the chapel looking toward the circa 
1845 J. F. Kahl square piano & bookcase.

Chapel after the make over. View from 
behind the pulpit looking right toward the 
main entry. 
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Between 1839 and 1909, 
the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ (U.B.) 

congregation of Rocky Springs 
(who were instrumental in 
building both Rocky Springs 
School House & Rocky Springs 
Chapel) was ministered to 
by circuit-riding preachers 
assigned by the leaders of the 
U.B. Church during its annual 
conference. From 1839 to 
about 1881, the Rocky Springs 
congregation attended worship 
services conducted by these 
circuit-riding U.B. preachers in 
Rocky Springs School House and 
from 1882 until 1909, in Rocky 
Springs Chapel. For the majority 
of this 70 year period, the Rocky 
Springs congregation fell under 
the jurisdiction of the Virginia 
Conference of the U.B. Church.

The Virginia Conference 
embraced all Eastern Virginia 
and the whole of Maryland 
(except Baltimore) for decades 
and had only 40 ministers to 
cover the entire territory. Each 
minister was assigned his own 
“circuit” with up to 30 churches 
or preaching points with 
congregations he was responsible 
for ministering to over the course 
of a year. In his 1899 book, “Our 
Bishops: A Sketch of the Origin and 
Growth of the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ, as Shown in the 
Lives of its Distinguished Leaders,” 
Henry Adams Thompson, D.D., 
President of Otterbein University 
(a U.B. college), wrote the 
following about the difficulties in 
getting to these preaching points 
faced by Bishop James William 
Hott of the Virginia Conference, 
who had earned his license to 
preach on 8 April 1861, and 
was a newly appointed, 16 year 
old circuit-riding U.B. Preacher 
when the war broke out.

“It should be borne in mind that 
the territory embraced in this first 
charge during these years of the 
Civil War changed military control 
more than a score of times; now in 
the hands of the Union army and 
now in the hands of the Confederate 
army; now the country is filled 
with soldiers wearing the blue and 
now with those wearing the gray. 
Ever and anon these are in mortal 
combat. The roar of the musketry 

and the boom of the cannon were 
familiar sounds. Here the scouts 
were met and yonder the picket post 
encountered with positive orders to 
let no one pass; yet the appointment 
is out and must be filled. To pass 
and re-pass through the lines was as 
dangerous as it was difficult... These 
experiences were a source of great 
anxiety to his friends and especially 
his mother. If the barest possibility of 
reaching an appointment appeared 
he ventured on it, and by securing a 
pass or by persuading or flanking the 
pickets, usually succeeded. These 
years of constant trial and danger 
served a good purpose in the young 
preacher’s life. He was driven closer 
to God and learned to trust him 
more fully. In many a moment of 
evident danger God preserved him.”

To honor the memory of these 
dedicated circuit riders and in 
keeping with past traditions of 
the Rocky Springs congregation, 
HRSC has partnered with Re-
enactor’s Missions for Jesus 
Christ (RMJC) of Concord, 
Virginia. RMJC is a nonprofit 
organization founded in 1984, by 
Chaplain Alan Farley, dedicated 
to serving the spiritual needs of 
Civil War re-enactors, history 
enthusiasts and the general 

public. In the context of a 
biblically-based Christian faith 
as practiced during the period of 
the American Civil War, RMJC 
members, who serve as chaplains 
and colporteurs (itinerant 
ministers who distribute 
Christian literature), are sent 
into the field as men and women 
of God, solidly committed to 
preaching, teaching and sharing 
the Gospel across the United 
States.

RMJC members conduct 
religious worship services 
wearing Civil War period attire 
using Bible versions used during 
the 1860s, lead worshipers 
in hymns of the Civil War 
period and spread God’s Word 
through reprinted Civil War 
period Gospel tracts. RMJC also 
spreads the Gospel through its 
website and the National Civil 
War Chaplain’s Museum on the 
Liberty University Campus in 
Lynchburg, Virginia, operated 
by the National Civil War 
Chaplains Research Center and 
Museum Foundation.

In their roles of chaplains and 
colporteurs, RMJC members are 
dedicated to using living history 
to accurately educate the public 

on Christian practices and the 
impact of faith on American 
society during the War Between 
The States. RMJC members do 
not compromise on the Gospel 
message, nor allow their faith to 
distort historical accuracy. They 
desire nothing more than to 
see God’s hand at work in their 
ministry. RMJC members seek 
to give balanced and accurate 
Christian history in a way 
that is sensitive to the diverse 
backgrounds of those they meet.

Moreover, RMJC pays tribute 
to the heroism and unswerving 
devotion to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ of the over 3,600 men 
who comprised the ranks of the 
chaplaincy in the Union and 
Confederate Armies (1861-
1865) and the thousands of 
members of the civilian religious 
organizations (such as the over 
5,000 United States Christian 
Commission delegates) who 
ministered to the Soldiers on 
both sides of the conflict.

On its website RMJC 
publishes a weekly “historical 
devotional” and sermons 
preached during the Civil War. 
The organization also reprints 
and distributes original Gospel 
tracts (Confederate, Union and 
U.S. Christian Commission) 
and provides bulk orders of tracts 
(both Confederate and Union 
sample packs are available) 
for others to give away (those 
ordering them only pay RMJC’s 
printing and shipping costs).

Since its founding, RMJC 
has reprinted over 90 different 
titles and distributed well over 
2 million pages of these tracts. 
RMJC also re-printed over 20,000 
Union and Confederate New 
Testaments for the Soldiers, and 
in 2014, had its 4th re-printing 
of the period New Testaments. 
In 2016, RMJC printed tri-fold 
tracts containing true stories 
from the War that had previously 
not been put into tract form and 
at the Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
Civil War re-enactment that year 
gave the spectators over 5,000 
copies of the “new” tracts.  HRSC 
looks forward to a long and 
mutually rewarding relationship 
with RMJC.

HRSC Has Partnered with 
Re-Enactor’s Missions for 

Jesus Christ (RMJC)

Chaplain Alan Farley (RMJC founder) & General Jeb Stuart 
(portrayed by Wayne Jones) leading Matthew Furr (portraying 
a Confederate cavalryman) to the Lord after Sunday service at a 
Franklin County, Virginia Civil War event in 2012.



Summer 2017 The Historic Rocky Springs Chapel & School House Chronicle  Page 23

HRSC’s First “Civil War” Church Service & Living 
History Programs

On Saturday, September 
23, 2017, HRSC, in 
partnership with Re-

enactor’s Missions for Jesus Christ 
(RMJC), held its first “Civil War” 
Church Service in Historic Rocky 
Springs Chapel. From 1:00 to 
2:00 P.M., Preacher Kirk Callison, 
member of RMJC, preached 
the Word of God wearing Civil 
War period attire using an 1860s 
version of the Bible.   During 

the service, Mr. Aaron Boyd 
Mohler, who also wore  period 
attire, played the guitar and led 
worshipers in singing hymns of 
the Civil War period. 

After the service, Preacher 
Callison’s wife, Maria Callison, 
gave a presentation about the 
impact the Civil War had on 
the home front for families 
both North & South. Using a 

traveling exhibit she designed, 
Mrs. Callison highlighted the 
many challenges faced by the 
civilian population such as the 
trauma of military invasion, 
the emotional strain caused by 
separation from loved ones, and 
severe economic hardships and 
shortages. She also discussed some 
of the contributions those on 
the homefront made to directly 

support the war effort and to 
help mitigate the war’s negative 
effects on both the men serving 
in the military and the families 
they left behind.  In addition, 
Dale Murray gave an informative 
talk on the United States 
Christian Commission, in which 
he explained the good works 
performed by the organization to 
benefit the Soldiers of both the 
Northern and Southern Armies. 

(Right to left) Preacher Kirk Callison, Meg Mohler, “Baby” Mohler, 
Aaron Boyd Mohler & Maria Callison in Rocky Springs Chapel 
before the Civil War Church Service on September 23, 2017.

 Preacher Kirk Callison and 
Aaron Boyd Mohler (on guitar) 
leading the Civil War Church 
Service at Historic Rocky 
Springs Chapel on September 
23, 2017.

Maria Callison answering 
questions about the impact 
the Civil War had on the home 
front & Dale Murray answering 
questions about the U.S. 
Christian Commission. 

 The interpretative display set up by Preacher Callison & his wife, 
Maria, on the role of “colporteurs,” who were itinerant ministers 
that distributed Christian literature in the Confederate Army.

 Some of the Christian literature in the interpretative display on 
the role of “colporteurs,” in the Confederate Army. Tracts like these 
were widely distributed to Civil War Soldiers in camp.

See “Civil War,” page 28
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Historical News & 
Peculiarities From  

Rocky Springs:  
A Strange Animal
The following report appeared in the August 26, 1887 

edition of The News (Frederick, Maryland):
“A strange animal, as large as a medium sized dog, has been 

careening around the neighborhood of Rocky Springs for 
several weeks past.  It is supposed to be a lynx, but has not as 
yet done any damage that is known of.  Mr. Louis McKenzie was 
in this city this morning and purchased a revolver with which 
he with others will endeavor to capture the strange animal. It 
is said to be very pretty and the whole neighborhood is in arms 
endeavoring to capture it.” 

accompanied on the piano by her 
granddaughters, Karen L. Martz 
and Cynthia Jane Martz, who 
the congregation affectionately 
called “The Martz Sisters”, who 
sang as their grandmother played. 
Cynthia would also sometimes 
play the clarinet. 

It is not known at exactly 
what age Mrs. Martz, who was 
the daughter of Julian Edward 
Kemp & Mary Ellen (Main) 

Kemp, began playing keyboard 
instruments at church but 
based on historical newspaper 
accounts, she was apparently 
very young and quite a talented 
musician. On April 17, 1907, 
when she was just 16 years old, 
The News (Frederick, Maryland) 
reported, “...the Church of God at 
Edgewood held a very interesting 
service on Sunday...the church 
was filled by an attentive and 
appreciative audience. Miss Estelle 
Kemp, the accomplished daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Julian Kemp, 
presided at the organ and rendered 
excellent music.” 

PIANO
Continued from p. 19

Estelle Susan (Kemp) Martz & her husband, Mehrle Edgar Martz 
(17 January 1890-2 June 1981) later in life. Estelle played the 
piano for the Rocky Springs Chapel congregation for many years 
& Mehrle served on the Rocky Springs Chapel Board of Trustees as 
Treasurer.  

Chapel Receives Gift  
of New Hymnals

Thanks to the generosity of Preacher Kirk Callison and his 
wife, Maria Callison, Historic Rocky Springs Chapel has 30 
copies of the “Re-enactor’s Missions for Jesus Christ Gospel 

Hymnal.” The hymnal was compiled and published by the nonprofit 
organization Re-enactor’s Missions for Jesus Christ (RMJC), Concord, 
Virginia, and contains 58 hymns that were popular during the Civil 
War period. Congregational song is an integral component of worship 
and HRSC is most grateful to Kirk and Maria and RMJC for this 
wonderful gift to the chapel.

One of the 30 copies of the “Re-enactor’s Missions for Jesus Christ 
Gospel Hymnal” recently donated to Historic Rocky Springs Chapel 
by Kirk and Maria Callison.
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Mark Your Calendars!! 
Up-Coming Worship Services & Living History Programs at 

Historic Rocky Springs Chapel & School House
LOCATION OF EVENTS: 
Historic Rocky Springs Chapel
7817 Rocky Springs Road
Frederick, MD 21702

NOTE: The wearing of Civil 
War period attire to the church 
services and living history 
programs is encouraged (but not 
required).

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 
2017: 

Civil War Church Service: 
1:00-2:00 P.M. Preacher Kirk 
Callison, member of Re-
enactor’s Missions for Jesus 
Christ (RMJC), will preach 
the Word of God wearing 
Civil War period attire, using 
an 1860s version of the Bible 
and lead worshipers in singing 
hymns of the Civil War period. 
Living History Program: 2:00-
4:00 P.M. Preacher Kirk Callison, 
member of Re-enactor’s Missions 
for Jesus Christ (RMJC), will set 
up an interpretative display and 
discuss the role of “colporteurs,” 
who were itinerant ministers that 
distributed Christian literature 
in the Confederate Army. His 
wife, Maria Callison, will discuss 
how the Civil War effected the 
“home front,” both North & 
South. In addition, Dale Murray 
will discuss the role of the United 
States Christian Commission 
during the Civil War.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 
2017:

Civil War Church Service: 
1:00-2:00 P.M. Preacher Steve 
McCarty will preach the Word 
of God wearing Civil War 
period attire, using an 1860s 
version of the Bible and lead 
worshipers in singing hymns 
of the Civil War period. 
Living History Program: 2:00-
4:00 P.M. Debby Moone, 
President, HRSC Board of 
Trustee, will give a presentation 
on the history of Rocky Springs 

Chapel & School House.  It will 
include information about the 
types of events and programs the 
congregation held at the chapel 
during the Christmas season 
between the years 1882 & 1900. 

She will also display & discuss 
select artifacts from the HRSC 
collection. 

For further information please 
call or email HRSC Trustees, 
JaNeen Kniprath-Smith or 

Debby Moone at (240) 439-4235 
or debbymoone@gmail.com. 

NOTE: Programs are subject 
to change without notice.

Above, Civil War 
period Gospel Tract for 
Soldiers publication in 
the “Colporteurs in the 
Confederate Army” living 
history program interpretive 
display.  

At right, Preacher Kirk 
Callison and Aaron Boyd 
Mohler (on guitar) leading 
a Civil War Church Service 
at Historic Rocky Springs 
Chapel.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP HRSC
Make a Monetary Contribution:

Historic Rocky Springs Chapel, Inc. 
(HRSC) is an all-volunteer, tax-exempt, 
nonprofit charitable organization under 
section 501 ( c ) (3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code, committed to the preservation & 
interpretation of Rocky Springs Chapel 
(built circa 1882) & Rocky Springs School 
House (built circa 1839). By  preserving, 
restoring, exhibiting & interpreting these 
iconic historic structures & related objects 
for the public, and telling the stories of the 
people & events associated with them, 
HRSC educates the public about the 
pivotal role they & the early settlers & 
residents of Rocky Springs played in the  
history of Frederick County, Maryland. 
HRSC is funded solely through 
donations so they are absolutely essential 
to its ability to accomplish its goals of 
preserving & restoring the Chapel & 
School House according to the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment 
of Historic Properties, returning the 
Chapel to active service as a public house 
of worship & providing for the School 
House’s adaptive reuse as a public center 
for historical interpretation & research. 

At HRSC’s request, Fitzgerald’s Heavy 

Timber Construction, Inc. (FHTC), 
a historic preservation contractor in 
Thurmont, Maryland, developed two 
detailed cost estimates for the specialized 
work needed to restore Rocky Springs 
School House. FHTC estimated that 
Emergency Stabilization of the structure 
(Phase I of the project) will cost 
approximately $22,000 and complete 
restoration of the structure (Phase II) 
will cost approximately $200,000. Project 
activities will include rebuilding the school 
house’s roof, reconstruction of its bell 
tower and re-installation of the original 
school bell within it; repairing the school’s 
exterior and interior stone masonry; 
restoring the interior plaster work and 
rebuilding its wooden floor. Before the 
Maryland Heritage Area Authority (a 
State of Maryland granting agency) will 
approve grant funds for this preservation 
project, HRSC must show it has matching 
funds in-hand, which amount to 50 percent 
of total project costs. 

Rocky Springs School House & Rocky 
Springs Chapel are historical American 
treasures that should be saved for current 
& future generations. Without the support 
of individual donors, HRSC will be 

Volunteer & HRSC Trustee Frank Smith 
painting the exterior of Rocky Springs 
Chapel.

Volunteer & HRSC Trustee Tony Jackson 
installing new cellar doors on Rocky 
Springs Chapel (Tony & his wife, Trustee 
Renee Jackson, also purchased & donated 
the doors). 

The new cellar doors volunteer & HRSC 
Trustee Tony Jackson installed on the 
chapel.

Volunteer & HRSC Trustee Brittany 
Branch-Smith painting the pews in Rocky 
Springs Chapel.
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unable to save these iconic 
structures.  To help HRSC 
accomplish its goals and 
fulfill its mission, please 
consider making a monetary 
contribution to HRSC 
today! All donations will 
be gratefully acknowledged 
by HRSC in writing and 
donors will be recognized 
by name, in HRSC’s 
quarterly publication, The 
Rocky Springs Chapel & 
School House Chronicle. 

Donation checks and 
money orders should be 
made out to “Historic 
Rocky Springs Chapel, 
Inc.” and mailed to the 
address below:

Historic Rocky 
Springs Chapel, Inc.

7817 Rocky Springs 
Road

Frederick, MD 21702  

Become A Volunteer: 
Because HRSC has no 

paid staff, all day to day 
work of the organization 
is performed by dedicated volunteers. 
Therefore, volunteer opportunities 
abound at HRSC!  We have all types of 
assignments for all different backgrounds 
and interests.  Here are some current 
volunteer opportunities at HRSC:

• Volunteer Coordinator - Assist in 
developing and managing a viable and 
active volunteer program for HRSC.

• Proof Reader for HRSC 
Publications -  If you are skilled in 
written English, scrupulous about 
detailed work, good at concentrating 
for long spells, self-motivated and 
interested in the publishing industry, 
this volunteer opportunity may be the 
one for you!

• Painters - Both the exterior and 
interior of the Chapel need to be 
painted to include the pews.

• Archivist - Sort, catalog, index and 
file historical newspaper articles and 
other historical documents to assist 
in the establishment of the HRSC 
research library and archives. 

• Collections Manager: Inventory, 
photograph and catalog artifacts 

and maintain associated records in 
support of the HRSC Collections 
Management Program.    

• Teachers - Lead the development of 
educational programs and resources 
for HRSC that support the goals of 
the Maryland State Common Core 
Curriculum.

• Research Assistant -  Research 
historical information to be used 
in the development of exhibits, 
interpretative panels/signage and 
educational programming. 

• Volunteer Clergy, Ministers & 
Itinerant Preachers - Lead & 
conduct worship services for HRSC in 
Historic Rocky Springs Chapel.

• Worship Service Coordinator - 
Assist Volunteer Clergy, Ministers & 
Itinerant Preachers in planning and 
setting up worship services to be held 
in Historic Rocky Springs Chapel.

To inquire about becoming a HRSC 
volunteer, please call HRSC trustees 
JaNeen Smith or Debby Moone at (240) 
439-4235 or email debbymoone@gmail.
com.

Donate An Artifact:
If you have an object (to 

include historic photographs 
and documents) that 
pertains to Historic Rocky 
Springs Chapel and/or 
Rocky Springs School House 
(or the people and events 
associated with them), that 
you would like to donate to 
the HRSC collection, please 
contact us. Our goal is to have 
Rocky Springs School House 
serve as the showcase and 
repository for these historical 
treasures for the Rocky 
Springs community and to 
make them available to the 
general public for research, 
study and exhibition.  Due to 
space & care requirements, we 
must consider every donation 
offer very carefully & be 
sure HRSC is the best home 
for your historical object. 
To assist us in making this 
determination, you will be 
asked to provide answers to 
the following questions: 

1. What object (artifact) archival or 
library material(s) are you offering to 
donate?

2. Do you own the object and do you have 
the right to donate it?

3. When and how did you acquire the 
object? 

4. What is the history of the object and 
how does it relate to the history of 
Rocky Springs School House and/or 
Rocky Springs Chapel? For example,  
who originally owned it, what was it 
used for, and how old is it? 

5. Is the object damaged and if so, how? 
Because of the deliberate nature of the 

consideration process, it may take several 
weeks for HRSC to make a final decision 
on whether or not to accept the object into 
the HRSC collection. Should we determine 
that HRSC is not an appropriate repository 
for your object, we will do our best to help 
you find the right museum or institution to 
ensure the long-term care and appreciation 
of your object.  We will contact you as soon 
as we have made our decision.

To inquire about donating an artifact to 
HRSC, please call trustees JaNeen Smith 
or Debby Moone at (240) 439-4235 or 
email debbymoone@gmail.com.

Sunday School Honor Certificate presented to Rocky Springs Union 
Sunday School by the Frederick County Sunday School Association, 
for “having rendered its Annual Statistical Report and contributed at 
least three cents a Member” for the year 1918.  One of the objects in 
the HRSC collection. 
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“In recognition of the leadership given this church 
by Harry M. Free, 1886-1971 and his wife, 
Estie M. Free, 1892-1965. This plaque is placed 
by a grateful congregation.  Nov. 23, 1975.” 
Grace, herself, was an active member of 
Rocky Springs Chapel, where she taught the 
Children’s Sunday School Class. In addition, 
Grace, her siblings, and several generations 
of her family had attended Rocky Springs 
School House and Grace worked tirelessly 
throughout her life to organize and hold class 
reunions for the students who had attended 
this historic one-room school. 

Grace’s dedication to the physical 
preservation of Rocky Springs Chapel and 
Rocky Springs School House was notorious 
and she was affectionately known throughout 
the community as their “Guardian Angel.”  
She sponsored numerous stabilization efforts, 
rallied volunteers (many being members of 
her own family), raised funds and donated 
her own money to slow the deterioration of 
these iconic structures and preserve them for 
future generations.  

Moreover, Grace worked diligently to 
preserve the historic memory of Rocky 
Springs. In 1975, after personally conducting 
years of research on the historic houses in 
the Tuscarora Election District (in which 
Rocky Springs is located), Grace initiated 
a historic study project with the Frederick 
County Landmarks Foundation and rallied 
community members to participate. In the 
end, the study not only served to research 
and document the historic houses, but the 
artesian wells on Old Receiver Road (which 
were used to augment the municipal water 

supply of the City of Frederick during the 
1800s), cemeteries, churches and a “huge 
white oak tree” in the district.  

Until the time of her passing in 2011, 
Grace routinely organized public events 
focusing on the history of the Rocky 
Springs area and was known as an “amazing 
storyteller” of local history. For example, 
Grace organized a gathering of those with 
Rocky Springs School House and Rocky 
Springs Chapel affiliations, to ring the 
original school house bell to herald the 
opening of “Bell and History Days,” an 
annual event when dozens of bells all over 

Frederick County join together to “ring in” 
the new museum season. In conjunction 
with this public event, she arranged for artist 
Harry Richardson to talk about his personal 
associations with the Rocky Springs area and 
unveil a painting that showed the Rocky 
Springs School House as it appeared in the 
1840s. In addition, Grace arranged talks by 
people with memories and past associations 
with the nearby “Kemp Farm” and she shared 
her own personal recollections of the area.  
Moreover, she arranged for Reverend L. 
Samuel Martz, who preached his first sermon 
at Rocky Springs Chapel at the age of 15, to 
share his memories with those in attendance.        

Upon learning of Grace’s passing, Karen 
Martz Raymond of Bedford, Virginia, who 
herself grew up in the Rocky Springs area and 
whose family has lived here for generations, 
said of Grace, “Her name fit her personality, 
for she truly was ‘full of grace’. She was one 
of my oldest and dearest friends. There was 
always such a zest for life and energy with her. 
She knew my grandparents, my parents, and she 
knew me from the time I was born. She knew 
Frederick inside and out and she loved the old 
country church and schoolhouse. To me she was 
like a landmark, a very special person who had 
a remarkable memory and a joy for what really 
mattered. I am going to miss her very much. She 
is not here in body, but indeed she will never 
be gone in our hearts. She is ‘just around the 
corner”...  

So, like a historic landmark, Grace will 
never be forgotten.  Her memory will forever 
be entwined with the history of Rocky 
Springs and the iconic little 19the century 
stone school house and small wooden chapel 
she so cherished and worked so tirelessly 
throughout her life to preserve.    

KOEHL
Continued from p. 1

Photo courtesy of Michael Koehl.

Grace Free Koehl historian of Rocky Springs 
Church and School House 5/7/04 picture 
by Jeannette Wachter Johnson.” 

At left, Mike Drury, member of 
1st Maryland Infantry (C.S.A.)
(Frederick Volunteers), Inc., 
discussing the history of the unit. 
This photograph was taken through 
the windows of Rocky Springs 
School House, which witnessed a 
skirmish on July 8, 1864, between 
members of the 8th Illinois Cavalry 
(U.S.A.) &  the 1st & 2nd Maryland 
Cavalries (C.S.A.) as a prelude to 
the Battle of Monocacy.

At right, Maria Callison in period 
dress looking in the window of 
Rocky Springs School House, after 
the Civil War Church Service 
in Rocky Springs Chapel on 
September 23, 2017. 

Prior to the service, Preacher 
Callison and his wife set 
up an interpretative display 
that focused on the role of 
“colporteurs” (itinerant ministers 
that distributed Christian 
literature) in the Confederate 
Army. Mike Drury of Company 
A, First Maryland Infantry 
(C.S.A.)(Frederick Volunteers), 
Inc., (a non-profit Civil War 
living history organization) was 
also on hand to answer questions 
regarding the history of the unit.

CIVIL WAR
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