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HRSC Awarded $5,000 Grant to Help Fund the
Stabilization of Rocky Springs School House

T

hanks to a $5,000 grant from The T.
Rowe Price Program for Charitable
Giving in Baltimore, Maryland,
from its donor-advised account “The Don
Mackenzie Charitable Gift Fund,” the
trustees of Historic Rocky Springs Chapel,
Inc. (HRSC) are a big step closer to raising
the $26,998 needed to stabilize the iconic
stone school house built in 1839. The
contribution was made possible through a
recommendation given to The T. Rowe Price
Program for Charitable Giving by donoradvisor Donald Mackenzie, whose father,
grandfather and several aunts and uncles,
attended Rocky Springs School House
in Frederick, Maryland, when they were
children.
JaNeen M. Smith, Vice President, HRSC
Board of Trustees said, “We could hardly
believe our eyes when we opened the envelope
and saw the grant check and letter from The
T. Rowe Price Program for Charitable Giving,
informing us we had been awarded the grant.
This grant amounts to almost 20 percent of the
total cost of Phase I of the Rocky Springs School
House Renovation Project, which will include
emergency stabilization of the structure. This
is a significant amount of support from one
source.” Debby Moone, President, HRSC
Board of Trustees said, “We cannot adequately
express our sincere gratitude to The T. Rowe
Price Program for Charitable Giving and to
Mr. Mackenzie for recommending HRSC for
this grant and we feel honored by the confidence
they have shown in our organization’s ability to
successfully complete the project.”
When Ms. Moone and Ms. Smith reached
out to Mr. Mackenzie, who now resides in
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, to thank him
for recommending HRSC for the grant, Mr.
Mackenzie stated, “I have fond memories of the
Rocky Springs Schoolhouse, both from hearing
my aunt, uncle, and Dad reminiscing about
attending the school, as did my grandfather, and

John Gilmore Mackenzie (1883-1957) as a
child. John attended Rocky Springs School
House and is the grandfather of donoradviser Don Mackenzie. This photo was
taken about 1895.
my memories of playing softball and football in the
yard behind the schoolhouse.” Mr. Mackenzie
also told Ms. Smith and Ms. Moone that
he hoped the grant would help in HRSC’s
restoration efforts as well as “generate some
interest from other potential donors.”
Rocky Springs School House is one of the
oldest one-room schools remaining in the
State of Maryland, to retain its sense of place,
much of its exterior integrity and interior
features of its original use. It is identified
on Isaac Bond’s 1858 Map of Frederick
County, Maryland as “PSch 26” and is listed
on the Maryland Inventory of Historic
Properties. It served 90 continuous years as
a Frederick County Public School (18391930) – an unparalleled term of service for
a one-room school house. Moreover, in

the book, Landmark History of the United
Brethren Church, published in 1911, Rocky
Springs School House is identified as one
of the denomination’s “Pioneering ChurchSchools.” Built for both school and sanctuary
purposes, from 1839 until 1882, it served
simultaneously as a house of worship for the
Church of the United Brethren In Christ
denomination and as Frederick County
Public School No. 26.
It also played a role in Maryland’s Civil
War history, when on July 8, 1864, the day
before the Battle of Monocacy, members
of the 8th Illinois Cavalry (U.S.A.) and
the 1st and 2nd Maryland Cavalry (C.S.A.)
skirmished near Rocky Springs School
House, killing and wounding several men
and horses. Documentation of the skirmish
to include two maps depicting the school
house, are in the 1898 book “Early’s Great
Raid, He Advances Through Maryland,
Battle of Monocacy,” written by Union First
Lieutenant and Frederick, Maryland native
Edward. Y. Goldsborough, who was aide-decamp to General Erastus B. Tyler, just prior
to, during and immediately after the Battle
of Monocacy.
A primary goal of HRSC is to rehabilitate
and restore Rocky Springs School House
to its appearance during its first period of
existence (1839-1865) and provide for the
building’s adaptive reuse as a public center
for historical interpretation and research
regarding the history of the building and
the objects, people and events associated
with it. Therefore, the grant from the T.
Rowe Price Program for Charitable Giving,
from its donor-advised account “The Don
Mackenzie Charitable Gift Fund,” will be
used exclusively to help fund Phase 1 of the
overall project, which will cost $26,998.
The work will be performed by preservation

See “Grant,” page 7
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A Note From The Vice President & Editor-In-Chief

W

elcome to another edition of The Historic Rocky Springs
Chapel & School House Chronicle, a quarterly publication
of Historic Rocky Springs Chapel, Inc. (HRSC)! The
“Chronicle” is our primary vehicle for keeping you informed on all
HRSC programs & initiatives & this quarter we have a lot of great
news to report. In November we received a substantial & unexpected
grant through the efforts of former Rocky Springs resident, Don
Mackenzie, whose father & grandfather (and aunt & uncle) attended
Rocky Springs School House, and you will be reading about this
generous gift in this issue.
We were also notified by the Frederick County Landmarks
Foundation (FCLF) that Rocky Springs Chapel & School House were
awarded FCLF plaques to encourage the restoration & preservation of
these iconic structures & honor the story they tell of the County’s
history. In addition, HRSC was notified the Heart of the Civil War
Heritage Area (HCWHA) Governing Board had voted on the Fiscal
Year 2018 HCWHA Mini-grant proposals & that HRSC’s Civil War
Trails (CWT) signage project had been funded in the amount of $845.
In addition to containing in-depth articles on the above topics,
this edition of the “Chronicle” contains several interesting articles
pertaining to the history of Rocky Springs, to include an article about
the cemeteries used by the early Rocky Springs Chapel & School
House congregation, an 18th century house built between 1745-1749,
by one of the first European immigrants to settle in the Rocky Springs
area of what would eventually become Frederick County, Maryland
and on the history of Rocky Springs Chapel. You will also receive

an up-date on the HRSC/Hood College & Frederick Community
College archaeology partnership.
Although the Rocky Springs area was one of the first places in
Frederick County to be settled by European immigrants during the
18th century, it has heretofore had no museum or historical center to
specifically interpret its rich history. Therefore, HRSC is working
diligently to preserve, conserve, interpret & exhibit Historic Rocky
Springs Chapel & School House, & the objects & events associated
with them for the public & educate visitors on the pivotal role
they & the early settlers of Rocky Springs played in the history of
Frederick County, Maryland. Therefore, we sincerely hope you enjoy
reading this issue of The Historic Rocky Springs Chapel & School House
Chronicle. If you have questions or comments about its content,
suggestions for topics you would like to see covered in future editions,
or have general questions about HRSC or its programs, please do not
hesitate to contact us at (240) 439-4235 or debbymoone@gmail.com.
Moreover, if you, or someone you know, would like to start receiving
The Historic Rocky Springs Chapel & School House Chronicle, please
provide us with the email or mailing address you would like it sent to
& we would be delighted to add you to our mailing list.
				
Warmest regards, 			
JaNeen M. Kniprath-Smith
Vice President, Board of Trustees
Historic Rocky Springs Chapel, Inc.
Editor-in-Chief

CORRECTION:
In the Summer 2017 edition of The Historic Rocky
Springs Chapel & School House Chronicle, Monroe Free was
misidentified as Joel Koehl, in the photograph on the left.
The correct caption for the photograph should read: (Right
to left) Grace Rebecca (Free) Koehl, George Robert Martz
(father of Karen Martz Raymond) and Grace’s brother,
Monroe Free. This photo was taken at Rocky Springs in
1945, when Mr. Martz returned home from his wartime
service. (Photo courtesy of Karen Martz Raymond.) HRSC
apologizes for the error and would like to thank Gerald
Koehl, Grace Koehl’s son and HRSC Trustee, for bringing
it to our attention.
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Rocky Springs Chapel after the rear addition was added, circa
1920. A new chimney also appears to have been added on the
right central portion of the roof.

R

THE HISTORY OF
ROCKY SPRINGS CHAPEL

ocky Springs Chapel was built by the
Church of the United Brethren in
Christ (U.B.) denomination in 1882.
It is a one-story frame church with German
siding and an oculus window, located in the
gable over the foyer. It retains with few
changes, its exterior and much of its interior
appearance and materials, and is a good
example of a frame rural church of the last
quarter of the 19th century. The two exterior
additions, the foyer and the frame shed
addition on the rear, are faced with the same
siding as the main section of the church.
Rocky Springs Chapel is listed on the
Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties
(Survey No. F-3-96). In addition, the
General Commission on Archives and
History of the United Methodist Church,
lists Rocky Springs Chapel as a “Heritage
Landmark of the United Methodist Church
point of interest,” on the United Brethren
Founding Sites Cluster, Frederick and
Washington Counties, MD. Used first as a
U.B. house of worship (1882-1909), then
as a church for “union” worship (1910 to
present), Rocky Springs Chapel served
continuously as the spiritual and social
center of the Rocky Springs Community for
over 100 years.
The land tract Rocky Springs Chapel is
built on was originally surveyed by Daniel
Dulany for Jacob Staley (1698-1760) in
1741, and when Jacob Staley died in 1760,
he bequeathed the Rocky Springs Chapel
property to his son Joseph Staley (17521808). On 12 November 1792, Joseph Staley
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tracts of his land. As a result of the resurvey
and the combining of several parcels, the
property was re-designated & named “Foxe’s
Spy” tract, and on 29 January 1798, Joseph
Staley received “Foxe’s Spy” tract by Patent
Certificate #1465 (MSA S 1197-1530),
which contained 201 ½ acres of land.
When Joseph Staley died in 1808, he left
his land to his descendants.
According to the book, Landmark
History of the United Brethren Church,
published by the U.B. Publishing
House, Dayton, Ohio, in 1911, the
denomination was “ecclesiastically born”
in the Rocky Springs area of Frederick
County, Maryland on September 25,
1800, at the nearby home of Reverend
Peter Kemp (which still stands near Rocky
Springs Cemetery). The U.B. claim the
organization established in 1800 at the
Rocky Springs home of Reverend Peter
Kemp, is the first religious denomination
to actually originate in the United States,
rather than be transplanted from Europe.
After the church was officially
established in 1800, the U.B. Congregation
of Rocky Springs continued to worship at
Revered Peter Kemp’s private residence.
After Peter Kemp died in 1811, his daughter
Esther (Kemp) Doub (1785-1866) and
her husband, Valentine Doub (d. 1841),
purchased the property and continued to
Rocky Springs Chapel circa 1900. This
hold U.B. worship services in the home.
is the oldest known image of the chapel and
However, according to U.B. history, “When
appears in the book, Landmark History of the
the society at Peter Kemp’s ceased to worship
United Brethren Church, published in 1911.
at that historic home, the Church and Sunday
was granted a “Special Warrant of Resurvey”
from the Maryland Land Office (an office
created in 1680 by Charles Calvert, 3rd Lord
Baltimore, to distribute land in Maryland)
that authorized the resurvey of several
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School services were transferred
to Rocky Springs School House”
which was “built for both school
and sancturary purposes.”
By deed dated April 15,
1839, John Staley (1777-1858),
a pioneer U.B. minister (and
nephew of Joseph Staley) and his
wife Margaret, conveyed a 1-acre
parcel of “Foxe’s Spy” tract,
located about one mile west of
the Reverend Peter Kemp home
and adjacent Rocky Springs
Cemetery, to “trustees” Cornelius
Staley (their son), Ezra Doub
and Nicholas Whitmore, for
Rocky Springs School House to
be built (recorded in Liber HS-8,
Folio 443, 444, 445, one of the
land records of Frederick County,
Maryland). Landmark History
of the United Brethren Church,
records that “Here the congregation
worshiped and flourished till the
chapel was built.”
On
January
4,
1882,
Cornelius Staley (1808-1883),
a prominent U.B. leader in the
Rocky Springs Community (and
John Staley’s son) and his wife,
Rhuanna, conveyed another
one-acre parcel of “Foxe’s Spy”
tract, adjacent to the Rocky
Springs School House lot, to the
U.B. for the chapel to be built
(recorded in Liber A.F. no. 4,
Folio 470, one of the land records
of Frederick County, Maryland).
The U.B. recognized Rocky
Springs Chapel as “the successor
of the old Peter Kemp appointment”
and for over 25 years (18821909) Rocky Springs Chapel
served as the center of religious
and social life for U.B. members
of the Community. The local
newspapers during this period
were filled with stories of the
wonderful worship services,
festivals, cantatas, and picnics
held by the congregation. In
fact, many people living in the
City of Frederick would travel to
Rocky Springs to attend them.
During this time, the chapel was
commonly referred to as “Rocky
Springs Union Chapel” and
“Rocky Springs Union Church.”
In 1889, the U.B. split into
two groups. The group known as
U.B., Old Constitution, is that
part of the U.B. that withdrew
from the larger body in 1889,
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sale. Reverends Daniel Eberly,
Isaiah H. Albright, and C. I.
B. Brane, authors of Landmark
History of the United Brethren
Church, published by the United
Brethren Publishing House,
Dayton, Ohio in 1911, wrote
the following statement under
a photograph of Rocky Springs
Chapel in the book:

Rocky Springs Chapel about 1965, after the foyer was added. The
chimney that appeared in the right central portion of the roof in
the 1920 image, is no longer there.
when the majority group adopted
a new constitution. This larger
body became known as the U.B.
New Constitution. In 1946, the
U.B., New Constitution, united
with the Evangelical Church
to form the Evangelical United
Brethren Church and that united
with the Methodist Church
in 1968 to form The United
Methodist Church. Today, the
U.B., Old Constitution group is
simply known as the U.B. Both
groups have historical ties to
Rocky Springs Chapel.
In 1909, because of declining

membership, the U.B. officially
“withdrew from the field,” in the
Rocky Springs area of Frederick
County, and on April 30, 1909,
John W. Grove, Charles H. Falk,
and John F. Gonso, trustees of
the U.B. for Frederick Circuit,
sold Rocky Springs Chapel to
the newly formed community
group “The Rocky Springs
Chapel, a body corporate” for
$300 (recorded in Liber STH
286, Folio 403, one of the land
records of Frederick County).
However, many U.B. leaders
vehemently disapproved of the

Rocky Springs Chapel in relation to Rocky Springs School House.
Photograph taken in 2017.

The Historic Rocky Springs Chapel & School House Chronicle

“This is a cut of the new United
Brethren Church that was built at
Rocky Springs, right close to the old
Rocky Springs school house, into
which the class that worshiped at
Valentine Doub’s moved. This neat
chapel, because we had but few
members in that neighborhood, was
sold to the community. The ground
should have been maintained to the
latest generation! For the sake of
high and historic sentiment, to say
nothing of the spiritual welfare of the
community, which will always need
the organized life and influence of
the Church, this chapel should have
remained in the hands of the United
Brethren in Christ, who were the
first to break the bread of life in this
neighborhood.”
On May 1, 1911, the Frederick
Evening Post published an article
entitled
“Building Purchased
Recently to Be Used As a Union
Church” which read:
“Yesterday
afternoon
the
following trustees of the Rocky
Springs Chapel were elected: John
F. Gonso, D. Columbus Kemp,
Francis T. Lakin, Wm. Krantz.
Joseph Hilderbrand, Julian Kemp
and J Welty Fahrney. The trustees
organized by electing D. Columbus
Kemp, president; J. Welty Fahrney.
vice-president; Francis T. Lakin.
secretary: Keefer Staley, assistant
secretary, and John F. Gonso,
treasurer. The Rocky Springs
chapel was lately purchased from
the United Brethren church, the
money for its purchase being raised
by 200 contributions from the
neighborhood. About the middle of
June, the chapel will be dedicated.
The church is for union worship, its
congregation of being. Reformers,
Lutherans, Methodists and-United
Brethren. The chapel is at presentundergoing extensive repairs, both
interior and exterior, and by the

See “Chapel,” page 6
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time of dedication will present an
up-to-date appearance.”
After it was purchased by
The Rocky Springs Chapel, a
body corporate, in 1909, Rocky
Springs Chapel flourished as a
“union” church for more than
70 years (c. 1911-1982) and
remained the vibrant religious
and social center of the Rocky
Springs community. As an
example, J. Welty Fahrney
reported in an article published
in The Evening Post, on May 11,
1911, pertaining to the Church
of the Brethren (also known
as the “Dunkers” or “German
Baptist’s Brethren” for Frederick
County) that “The brethren have
purchased a right in the Union
Chapel at Rocky Springs and hold
preaching service there every three
weeks in the afternoon.” Moreover,
in the 1938 book, History of the
Pennsylvania Conference by
U.B Reverend Paul E. Holdcraft,
the author wrote the following
in reference to Rocky Springs
Chapel:
“Although our work has been
discontinued here, this history must
by all means record the story of the
Rocky Springs appointment…the
big spring is on the old Peter Kemp
farm where the denomination was
organized in 1800… The services
were transferred from the KempDoub home to Rocky Springs
School House, (built 1837) about a
mile westward. Here the work was
carried on for many years in this
venerable stone structure…About
the year 1881 a neat chapel was

erected along-side the school house
and the services were held in it. The
leader in the work was Cornelius
Staley. In 1910, because of a lack
of interest in the work, the church
house was sold and the United
Brethren withdrew from the field.
As the historian sees it, this was a
grave mistake. This was one of our
most sacred shrines and sentiment
should have prompted holding on
a litter longer. The community
purchased the building for $300 and
it is now a union church, very neatly
kept, well equipped, and has a
thriving Sunday School. For many
years the Gonso family have been
pillars in the work here and since the
U.B. denomination withdrew from
the field three members of the family
have become prominent ministers
in the Church of God, namely,
Revs. John, Harry, and Raymond
Gonso.”
Reverends
John
(18881974), Harry (1892-1984), and
Raymond Gonso (1897-1976)
were sons of long-time Rocky
Springs Chapel Trustee John F.
Gonso (1863-1954), who was
a renowned blacksmith in the
Rocky Springs community. They
grew up in the house located
directly across the street from
Rocky Springs School House
and Rocky Springs Chapel
and attended both as children.
After reaching adulthood and
becoming Church of God
ministers, the brothers became
well-known for giving “fiery”
sermons of an “Evangelical
nature” at Rocky Springs Chapel.
Reverend John Gonso, who
had been taught the blacksmith
trade by his father, even became
known as
“the Blacksmith

References:
(1) Tracey, Grace L. and Dern, John P. Pioneers of Old Monocacy:
The Early Settlement of Frederick County, Maryland, 1721-1743.
Baltimore: Genealogical Pub Co., 1987.
(2) Albright, Isaiah H., Brane, Commodore I. B. and Eberly,
Daniel, Reverends. Landmark History of the United Brethren Church.
Reading, Pa.: Behney & Bright, 1911.
(3) Maryland Historical Trust Historic Sites Inventory Form:
Rocky Springs Chapel, Survey No. F-3-96.
(4) Williams, T.J.C. and McKinsey, Folger. History of Frederick
County Maryland. Hagerstown, Maryland: L. R. Titsworth & Co.,
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Evangelist” since according to the
local newspapers, he frequently
gave sermons using an anvil for
a pulpit. An account of this
practice was published in the
March 12, 1926 edition of the
Frederick News Post entitled
“Evangelistic Services” which
reads:
“John H. Gonso, formerly of
Frederick County is now conducting
a series of evangelistic services at the
Rocky Springs Chapel. This series
began Sunday. Service is held every
night with the exception of Monday.
Reverend Mr. Gonso was born and
raised at Rocky Springs, having
followed the blacksmith trade until
he entered the ministry at the age
of 21. He uses as a pulpit, the
anvil upon which he learned the
blacksmith trade. It is understood
that the Evangelist is now having
made a musical anvil to replace the
one that is now in use. The services
are being well attended.”
In an article published in the
Frederick News-Post on January
6, 2008, entitled “Influence of
Little White Church Remains,”
the author, Howard Faust, whose
grandmother “Nanny” Lena V.
Dinterman (1916-2008), lived
in Rocky Springs for 75 years,
describes his feelings about
attending the Rocky Springs
Chapel when he was growing up,
in the following way:
“...In my life there was this little
white church in Rocky Springs that
was not the biggest church around
or the most lavish one, either.
Instead, it was a church with strong
roots and a solid foundation for
shaping lives and bringing together
a community. It was a place that
was so special that when you simply

stepped into it you felt a special
sense of peace about you that lifted
your spirit and filled you with such
joy. It was a church that, today,
some would think was out of a story
book....I’m so thankful to have had
the upbringing I did and to have the
foundation I do. Nanny is such a
big part of my life and I could never
thank her enough for bringing me to
and exposing me to the little white
church. I will treasure this for the
rest of my life, and whenever I need
to lift my spirits all I have to do is
close my eyes and return to my little
white church.”
By the early 1980s, the
congregation worshiping at
Rocky Springs Chapel seems to
have greatly diminished, and
although it was used sporadically
by various church groups from
the mid-1980s to 2011, Rocky
Springs Chapel was
largely
silent during this period. In 2014,
Historic Rocky Springs Chapel,
Inc. was formed by a group of
local volunteers with a mission
to preserve, restore and interpret
both historic Rocky Springs
Chapel and School House for
area residents and Frederick
County visitors, as well as return
the Chapel to service as a public
house of worship. On March 23,
2015, the last remaining trustees
of “The Rocky Springs Chapel, a
body corporate,” the group that
had purchased Rocky Springs
Chapel from the U.B. in 1909,
deeded the Chapel and School
House property to the trustees of
Historic Rocky Springs Chapel,
Inc., in the hope of saving these
iconic structures and returning
them to active community
service.

1910.
(5) MDLANDREC.NET An “Archives of Maryland Online.”
(6) Various Ancestry.com data archives (i.e., birth, marriage
and death records; U.S.
Census records; immigration and military records, etc.).
(7) Various data archives on the Maryland State Archives
website
(8) Various local newspaper articles.
(9) Holdcraft, Paul E., Reverend. History of the Pennsylvania
Conference of the Church of the United Brethren In Christ.
Fayetteville, Pennsylvania: The Craft Press, Inc., 1938.
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contractor Fitzgerald’s Heavy
Timber Construction, Inc.,
Thurmont,
Maryland,
and
involve the following tasks:
(1) Preparing the school
house for removal of its severely
deteriorated roof structure by
setting up false work, rigging or
shoring as necessary to stabilize
the school’s roof structure and the
top of its stone walls, to enable
its safe removal to proceed. After
the roof structure is stabilized and
during the course of its removal,
the dimensions and layout of the
original wood framing, including
mud sills, joists, false plates,
rafters and framing for the bell
tower, will be recorded for use
in future phases of the school
house’s restoration.
(2)
Removal
of
the
Markwood Gilmore Mackenzie (1915-1982) and some of his classmates on the grounds of Rocky
deteriorated roof over the main
Springs School House about 1928. Markwood (far right) attended Rocky Springs School House like
section of the school house and
his father, John Gilmore Mackenzie. Markwood is the father of donor-adviser Don Mackenzie.
inspection of the roof over the
vestibule to determine its state
of deterioration. If found to be attached to the building. Screws membrane. Battens, grommets vestibule walls will be covered
severely deteriorated it will be will be placed in the joints of the and washers will be used as as described above. If its roof
removed. If stable, it will be walls where possible, otherwise needed to secure the rubber framing is left in place, then the
left in place. Roof debris will in the stones to achieve secure membrane. If the vestibule entire section of its roof will be
be removed from the site and attachment of the rubber roof is removed, the tops of the covered with rubber roofing.
window sashes will be
If you would also like
removed to extract the
to help HRSC fund this
debris from the interior
preservation project, please
of the school house, and
send a check or money
then reinstalled once
order with your donation
complete. The brick
to:
chimney will be removed
Historic Rocky Springs
down to the roof line and
Chapel, Inc. (HRSC)
its bricks, as well as any
7817 Rocky Springs
bricks and stones fallen
Road
from the school house’s
Frederick, MD 21702
deteriorated walls will
Make sure to indicate
be collected and secured
on the memo portion of
for use in later phases
your check or money order
of the school house’s
(or the correspondence
restoration.
you send with the check
(3) Placement of a
or money order) that your
45 mil EPDM rubber
gift is to be used for the
roof on top of the stone
restoration of the school
walls covering the entire
house. HRSC is an all
top and down each side
volunteer,
nonprofit,
at least 12 inches at
tax exempt charitable
horizontal seams and 6
organization under Internal
Rocky Springs School House, Frederick, Maryland circa 1960. After The Rocky
inches at sloped seams. Springs Chapel (a body corporate) purchased the school house from the
Revenue Code Section 501
The rubber roofing will Frederick County School Board in 1930, it was used as a meeting house and
( c )(3). All donations will
be fastened with screws to community center by the Rocky Springs Chapel congregation.
be acknowledged in writing
the walls or wood blocking
and are tax deductible.
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CEMETERIES USED BY THE ROCKY SPRINGS
CHAPEL CONGREGATION

A

lmost all funerals and
memorial services for
members of the Rocky
Springs congregation took place
in Rocky Springs Chapel (18821982) and Rocky Springs School
House (1839-1881) after the
congregation ceased to worship
at Reverend Peter Kemp’s private
residence and moved its worship
services to Rocky Springs School
House about 1839, and then to
Rocky Springs Chapel in 1882.
However, neither structure
has a cemetery on its premises.
Therefore, interment usually
occurred at one of three places:
Rocky Springs Cemetery, Mount
Olivet Cemetery or in a private
family cemetery.
Rocky Springs Cemetery
The majority of early
members of the Rocky Springs
Chapel
congregation
were
laid to rest in Rocky Springs
Cemetery, located off Rocky
Springs Road about 1.2 miles

This photograph was published in “ADDRESSES delivered at the Centennial Celebration of the
Founding of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ,” published by the U.B. Publishing House,
Dayton, O., in 1901. The photograph was captioned “The Old Cemetery on the Kemp Farm. Here are
buried Peter Kemp and his wife, Mary Kemp – from a photograph taken May 13, 1901.

Expansive view of Rocky Springs Cemetery in 2017.
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Some of the early graves marked by simple field-stones in Rocky
Springs Cemetery.
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east of Rocky Springs Chapel
and School House. One of the
most prominent individuals
interred in this cemetery is
Reverend Peter Kemp (17491811), in whose house the
Church of the United Brethren
In Christ (U. B.) denomination
was founded in1800 (as of now
this architectural treasure is
still standing). Although most
historical books written by the
U.B., refer to the fine residence
where the denomination was
founded as “the home of Reverend
Peter Kemp,” the house was
actually built and originally
owned by Reverend Kemp’s
father, Frederick Kemp (17251804), circa 1775. It was also
on Frederick Kemp’s land that
Rocky Springs Cemetery was
established, and today, there are
over 700 graves in this cemetery.
For most of the 19th century,
Rocky Springs Cemetery was
called “Doub’s Grave Yard”
by the Rocky Springs Chapel
congregation. This is because
after Reverend Peter Kemp died
in 1811, his daughter, Esther
(Kemp) Doub (1785-1866)
and her husband, Valentine
Doub (1774-1841), purchased
Reverend Peter Kemp’s house
and land, which included the
community cemetery.
Insight as to how the
community
went
about
providing for the care and
maintenance of this old burying
ground is contained in historical
documents and local newspaper
articles. As an illustration, the
Maryland State Archives in
Annapolis contains an undated
document entitled “1st Collection
for Doub’s Grave Yard” (MSA
SC 4714-3-1) that includes a
handwritten list of 36 individuals
who donated money “for the
purpose of paying for the grounds
and erecting a fence to enclose
the same.” Although the list is
undated, an analysis conducted
on a representative sample
of the dates of death of those
signing the document, indicates
it was produced before 1870. For
example, according to cemetery
records, the widow Esther Doub
died January 26, 1866, at 80 years
of age and John Morgan died on
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Headstone of Martin Schaup (1779-1800), Rocky Springs
Cemetery. This inscription is one of many written in German.
July 7, 1869, at 76 years of age.
Below is a full transcription of
the document:
“We the undersigned subscribers
agree to pay the amount annexed
to our respective names to George
Shultz, Cornelius Staley and Joseph
Cronise trustees for the cemetery
(commonly called Doub’s Grave
Yard) for the purpose of paying for
the grounds and erecting a fence to
enclose the same
Cornelius Staley
Ezra Doub
Wm. H. Doub
John Staley
Esther Doub
Isaac Cronise
Samuel Cronise
John A. Staley
Levi Stone
Joshua Stull
Joshua Staley
Jacob S. Hoggoner
Daniel Smith
Joseph Cronise
Peter Kemp
George Shultz
Baltzel Hanshew
Henry Ketrow
John Crammer
Chas. Broadrup
Frederick Cronise
Philip Shankel
James Masser
Jacob Aubert
Tobias Staley
John Plank
George Staley
John Hedges
John Engle

$1.50
1.50
1.50
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.50
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.50
1.00
5.00
1.00
.50
.50
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00

John (illegible)
John Morgan
George Stoufer
John Staley
Frederick (illegible)
Ezra Hildebrand
John Hildebrand

1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
.75

As the decades passed
and more burials occurred,
community members found
it necessary to periodically
expand the size of Rocky Springs
Cemetery to accommodate
the interment of additional
loved ones. The first of these
expansions discovered to date,
is contained in a deed dated
January 31, 1889 (Liber WIP-9,
Folio 17-18), wherein Samuel
Miller and his wife, Sarah (who

Headstone of Mary Hauck
(1781-1823), Rocky Springs
Cemetery.
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at the time owned the original
Frederick Kemp house and
property containing the grave
yard), conveyed to D. Columbus
Kemp, Francis T. Lakins and
Zachariah G. Thomas, trustees of
Doub Grave Yard, for the sum of
$16.45, the following described
piece of land:
“...part of a tract of land called
The Country Seat...beginning
for the outline at a stone planted
at the north east corner of Doub’s
Grave Yard and running thence
S 6 ¼ W 16 6/10 pr to a stake 3
feet out from a locust tree, thence
N 80’ W 7 32/100 pr then N 9
¾ E 2 6/10 pr to the S. W. corner
of Doub’s Grave Yard and with it
S 80 E 6 4/10 pr thence N 9 ¾ E
10 88/100 pr to the first beginning
then to include the old grave yard
to show the boundaries...and the
lands the said trustees have control
and possession of N 80 W 6 4/10
pr S 9 ¾ W 10 88/100 to the end of
the 3rd line of this survey containing
clear of the old grave yard 23 ½
square perches.
Since
the
instrument
indicates
the
transaction
covered by this particular deed
encompassed 23 ½ square perches
“clear of the old grave yard,” the
trustees of Doub’s Grave Yard
appear to have increased the
cemetery’s original boundary by
about 0.147th of an acre with
this transaction, considering
there are about 160 square
perches per acre. Moreover, the
following announcement in the
July 12, 1889 issue of The News
illustrates the strong association
between the Rocky Springs
Chapel congregation and Rocky
Springs
Cemetery:
“Rocky
Springs Union Chapel will hold a
festival this evening and Saturday
evening...The proceeds will be
devoted to enlarging and improving
the Doub graveyard.”
On November 15, 1916,
D. Columbus Kemp, Julian E.
Kemp and Milton L. Schook,
Trustees of the Rocky Springs
Cemetery Association, increased
the size of the cemetery a second
time, when they purchased an
additional .256 of an acre from
Keefer S. Toms, who was then

See “CEMETERY,” page 10
Page 9
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the owner of the old Frederick
Kemp farm that had contained
the original portion of the burial
ground (Liber 322, Folio 119).
On July 25, 1940, the trustees
of the Rocky Springs Cemetery
Association
increased
the
cemetery’s boundary for a third
time, when they purchased by
deed, an additional one-half (½)
acre from Henry J. Orth, who by
that time was the owner of the
old Frederick Kemp property
(Liber 425, Folio 243-244). With
these three transactions between
1889 and 1940, the trustees of
what we know today as “Rocky
Springs Cemetery,” increased
the size of the original burying
ground by almost one (1) acre.
Mount Olivet
After
Mount
Olivet
Cemetery opened in 1854, some
members of the Rocky Springs
Chapel congregation began to
have their loved ones interred
there as well. For instance, longtime Rocky Springs Chapel
trustee and renowned Rocky
Springs blacksmith, John F.
Gonso (1863-1954), the father
of Reverends Harry (18921984), John (the “Blacksmith
Evangelist”)(1888-1974)
and
Raymond Gonso (1897-1976),

is buried at Mount Olivet
Cemetery, along with his wife,
Charlotte E. (Falk) Gonso
(1862-1939), daughter Beulah
Irene Gonso (1903-1909) and
son Charles Falk Gonso (18941937). However, John F. Gonso’s
parents, Charlotte A. Gonso
(1838-1921) and Henry Gonso
(1837-1915) as well as his sister
Margaret S. Gonso (18731896) are interred at Rocky
Springs Cemetery.
Mount
Olivet Cemetery is located at
515 South Market Street in the
City of Frederick, about 6.5 miles
from Rocky Springs Chapel and
School House. Currently, there
are about 34,000 individuals
buried in Mount Olivet cemetery.
Shook Family Cemetery
The Shook Family Cemetery
lies just off the intersection of
Shookstown Road and Kemp
Lane, about 1.5 miles from Rocky
Springs Chapel and School
House, on land now owned by
Fort Detrick. The Fort Detrick
Military Reservation fence
surrounds the cemetery on three
sides. The 1911 book Landmark
History of the United Brethren
Church identifies Reverend Peter
Shook (1772-1855) as a “pioneer”
U.B. minister and his son Daniel
Shook (1803-1880) as a “leader”
in the U.B. Church, and both
Reverend Shook and his son
Daniel, are buried in the Shook
Family Cemetery. Based on the

number of surviving headstones
alone, there are 34 individuals
interred in the Shook Family
Cemetery. However, the original
homestead associated with this
grave yard was constructed
between 1745 and 1749, making
the probability that there are
many unmarked graves in this
cemetery, extremely high. The
last known recorded burial in
this cemetery was that of Edward
Shook (1840-1922).
Like Mount Olivet Cemetery,
Rocky Springs Cemetery is still
accepting burials and is actively
used by residents of the Rocky
Springs
community
today.
However, based on headstone
inscriptions in Rocky Springs
Cemetery alone, it predates
Mount Olivet Cemetery (which
was first opened for burials in
1854) by 55 years. However, in
all likelihood, Rocky Springs
Cemetery predates Mount Olivet
Cemetery by at least 100 years.
In the book Early American
Gravestones: Introduction to the
Farber Gravestone Collection,
written by Jessie Lie Farber, the

author notes that many 17th and
18th century graves in America
were simply marked with local
field-stones or with wooden
markers. She also indicates that
over time, a large percentage
of grave markers become lost,
destroyed or misplaced for several
reasons. Wood eventually rots
and stone can break and crumble
over time. Vandalism and falling
trees also contribute to loss and
some graves were never marked to
begin with. For example, Farber
explains that during the 17th and
18th centuries, professionally cut
and engraved headstones were
only erected for those who were
relatively well-known and secure
economically, so a large segment
of the population never had a
gravestone at all. In addition,
Farber further explains that
graveyards in the 17th and 18th
centuries were almost always
located adjacent to a church or
meetinghouse (or where one used
to be), or on a town common.
An analysis of the gravestones
in Rocky Springs Cemetery seems
to support Farber’s assertions.
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Entrance to Mount Olivet Cemetery, 515 South Market Street,
Frederick, Maryland.
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Expansive view of the Shook Family Cemetery taken in 2017.

Soffina Kemp Bott Schaub was
the daughter of Conrad Kemp
(1685-1765) who had also been
a prominent land owner in
Frederick County since the early
1740s. Therefore, both Martin
Schaup and Soffina Schaub
came from prominent families
that could afford to purchase
professionally carved headstones
to mark their graves.
Below is a listing of the carved
headstones in Rocky Springs
Cemetery that indicate a date of
death prior to the construction
of Rocky Springs School House
in 1839:
Headstone of Peter Schuc
(27 Nov 1808-29 Jan 1809),
Shook Family Cemetery.
The inscription is written in
German.

Martin Schaup (1779-1800)
Soffina Schaub (1734-1801)
Catherine Staley(1756-1803)
Eve Cronise (1779-1806)
Solomon Kemp (1796-1810)
Reverend Peter Kemp
(1749-1811)
Margaret Leahman (1731-1818)
John Houck Sr. (1745-1819)
Catherine Houck (1751-1820)
Isaac Brubaker (1801-1820)
Reverend Adam Leahman
(1732-1823)
John Brubaker (1775-1824)
Anna B. R. Doub (1807-1825)

Another image of ancient headstones grown into trees at the Shook
Family Cemetery. The photograph was taken circa 1984.
John Ebey (1767-1825)
George Shultz (1824-1825)
Catherine (Cronise) Staley
(1808-1829)
Juliane E. Cronise (1826-1832)
Rachel Cronise (1785-1834)
Sarah J. E. Doub (1834-1836)
Elizabeth Kemp (1804-1836)
Octavious Staley (1836-1837)
John Stone (1767-1837)

There are several graves within
the known confines of the
cemetery that are marked with
simple field-stones instead of
with
inscribed
headstones.
Therefore, it is not possible
to determine who occupies
those graves or when they were
According to Maryland land
buried there. The oldest existing
records, the ancestors of most
professionally carved
of the individuals named
headstone has a date
above had been living
of death of 1800, and
in the Rocky Springs
belongs to Martin
vicinity since at least
Schaup
(1779the early 1740s (with
1800). Members of
several arriving in the
the Schaup Family
Rocky Springs area during
had been living in
the 1720s). Therefore,
Frederick
County
based on the existence
since
the
1720s
of professionally carved
(Frederick County at
tombstones as early as
that time was still part
1800, and the fact there
of Prince George’s
are several unidentified
County). This means
graves marked only with
that three generations
simple field-stones,
it
of the Schaup family
is logical to conclude
(also spelled Schaub/
that
Rocky
Springs
Shook and variations
Cemetery was used by
thereof) had lived
the early settlers of Rocky
in the vicinity of
Springs as a place to bury
Rocky Springs prior
their dead many years
to Martin Schaup’s
before the dates on the
death in 1800, and
professionally
carved
they were prominent
gravestones indicate.
land owners in the
A
comprehensive
community. The next
listing of the families
oldest professionally
that first settled in what
carved
headstone Ancient headstones grown into trees at the Shook would eventually become
belongs to Soffina Family Cemetery. The photograph was taken
Frederick
County,
is
Schaub (1734-1801). circa 1984.
contained in the book
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Pioneers of Old Monocacy: The
Early Settlement of Frederick
County, Maryland, 1721-1743, by
Grace L. Tracy & John P. Dern.
Rocky Springs Cemetery, Chapel
& School House are located in
what is described in the book as
the “Lower German Settlement,”
on land tracts originally surveyed
for Martin Shoup/George Shoup
(also spelled Schaub/Shook and
variations therof), Conrad Kemp,
Frederick Kemp,Gilbert Kemp &
Jacob Staley (also spelled Stehli,
Stehley & variations thereof).
To date, no location for a
town-common, meeting-house/
church building has been
definitively
identified
that
would have been used by the
earliest European settlers of the
Rocky Springs area of Frederick
County. However, based on the
age of the graves & the variety of
early surnames of those buried in
Rocky Springs Cemetery, it was
likely located in that vicinity.
Supporting this theory is that the
old Frederick Kemp (1725-1804)
homestead, adjacent to Rocky
Springs Cemetery, was known to
have been frequently used as a
religious gathering place, from at
least the 1750s to the mid-1800s.
An intriguing piece of
evidence that alludes to the
Frederick Kemp/Peter Kemp
homestead as being the original
community meeting place, is an
announcement that appeared in

See “CEMETERY,” page 19
Page 11
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RSC is proud to
announce the Frederick
County
Landmarks
Foundation (FCLF) recently
awarded plaques to both Rocky
Springs School House & Rocky
Springs Chapel. The plaques
were awarded to encourage the
restoration and preservation of
the buildings, and to honor the
story they tell of the County’s
history. Both Rocky Springs
School House & Rocky Springs
Chapel were listed on the
Maryland Inventory of Historic
Properties in 1992.
The field-stone one-room
school-house, built in the
late 1830’s, served as church
on Sunday and school on the
weekdays. After the chapel was
built, in 1882, the small school
house continued as Frederick
County Public School Number
26. The school operated for
ninety years, closing when the
School Board sold the property
in 1930 to the trustees of The
Rocky Springs Chapel. Rocky
Springs School House is one of
the oldest one-room schools in
Maryland.
The schoolhouse
is noted on the 1858 Bond
map and the 1873 Titus map of
Frederick County. It is also the
documented site of a cavalry
skirmish on July 8, 1864, leading
up to the Battle of Monocacy.
The building retains most of
its exterior integrity, despite a
collapsed roof, and fundraising
efforts have begun to stabilize
the damage.
Land for the “Pioneer
Church-School” was conveyed
by Minister John Staley and
his wife, Margaret. Leaders of
the Rocky Springs Church of
the United Brethren in Christ
(U.B.), they supported the
building project, to be used as
both a school and a sanctuary;
church services had previously
been held in the nearby home
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ROCKY SPRINGS
SCHOOL HOUSE &
CHAPEL AWARDED
FREDERICK COUNTY
LANDMARKS
FOUNDATION
PLAQUES

Rocky Springs Chapel & Rocky Springs School House in January
2016.

of Reverend Peter Kemp. The
school-house was used for
services of the United Brethren
Congregation, from the time
of its construction until 1882,
when the adjacent Rocky
Springs Chapel was built and
began to hold services. The land
for the chapel was conveyed by
John and Margaret Staley’s son,
Cornelius Staley, and his wife,
Rhuanna.
The interior of Rocky Springs
Chapel has been beautifully
restored and work on both the
interior and exterior of the
structure continues.
Circuitriding preachers led services
here until the early 1900’s. Civil
War themed nondenominational
church services and living
history programs are currently
offered for the community. Both
properties are visible from Rocky
Springs Road.
Grace Free Koehl (19232011), a life-long resident of
Rocky Springs, local historian,
and staunch advocate for the
preservation of the stone schoolhouse (which she attended as a
child) and small wooden chapel,
would have been very pleased to
see these plaques. A Landmarks
plaque certifies that a structure
is at least 100 years old, with
historical or architectural merit.
Preservation or restoration
must be harmonious to the
period of original construction.
Plaques also provide recognition
and identification of worthy
architectural structures, in order
to encourage their preservation
and to honor the efforts of those
engaged in the work of keeping
Frederick County history alive
for future generations.
The Rocky Springs area was
settled by European immigrants
quite possibly as early as the
1720s, and HRSC hopes to tell

See “PLAQUES,” page 13
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HISTORICAL NEWS & NOTES
FROM ROCKY SPRINGS
A RECORD BREAKING TURNIP
The December 12, 1892 edition of The News (Frederick, Maryland), contained the following entry
pertaining to Rocky Springs:
“The mammoth turnip of the season was raised by Mr. Leonard Twenty, of this place. It weighed five pounds,
measured 23 inches in circumference and 8 inches in diameter. It is as large as a good sized human head.”

A ROWDY REHERSAL
The December 13, 1893 edition of The News (Frederick, Maryland), contained the following entry
pertaining to Rocky Springs: “While the burnt cork minstrels of the upper section of this place were holding
their rehearsal at the house of Mr. Ed Biser, two young men known as Bud Abbit and Frank McKenzie got into
a quarrel. McKenzie knocked Abbit out of the door, down five steps backward on a boy named Elmer Putman,
cutting Abbit’s head very badly. Abbit was drunk. The Putman boy was not hurt.”

PLAQUES

Continued from p. 12

some of their story. The HRSC Board of Trustees & other dedicated
volunteers, are working to preserve, conserve, interpret and exhibit
these unique historic structures, and provide context for the role
of Rocky Springs in the history of Frederick County. HRSC is
partnering with Hood College, and Frederick Community College
for archaeological exploration on the grounds surrounding both
structures, and will be presenting information about the history of
Rocky Springs School House at the Country School Association of
America’s 2019 Annual Conference, to be held at Hood College,
in Frederick, Maryland. In addition, members of the Hood College
and Frederick Community College archaeology team will give a
presentation about the on-going archaeological exploration project.
For information about volunteering or joining HRSC, or donating
resources for the school-house roof stabilization project or restoration
of the chapel, contact HRSC President, Debby Moone, or HRSC
Vice President, JaNeen Smith, at 240-439-4235 or debbymoone@
gmail.com. To apply for a FCLF plaque, go to the FCLF website at
www.frederickcountylandmarksfoundation.org or phone 301-6686088 to obtain an application. You may also request an application
by writing: The Plaque Committee, Frederick County Landmarks
Foundation, 1110 Rosemont Avenue, Frederick, MD 21701.
HRSC plans to host a public ceremony in May 2018, to celebrate
the award of these very prestigious plaques. Information regarding
the date and time of the event will appear in the next issue of The
Historic Rocky Springs Chapel & School House Chronicle and The
Frederick News-Post. We sincerely thank the members of the FCLF
Plaque Committee for the time they took in considering HRSC’s
plaque applications for both the chapel & school house, and for their
decision to award the plaques to the structures.
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Historic Preservation
Advocacy Alert:

Development
Proposed Adjacent
To Rocky Springs
Cemetery

O

n November 28, 2017, Harris, Smariga & Associates,
Inc., made application to the Frederick County
Department of Planning for the approval of a planned
development containing 101 housing units on property adjacent
to Rocky Springs Cemetery. The reference number pertaining
to the developer’s request is: PC17 993 PND. The contact
number where you can inquire about the request is (301) 6001499. HRSC and Frederick County Landmarks Foundation
(FCLF) will be following this action closely and advocating to
mitigate the negative impact the proposed development will
have on this historic cemetery. We will update you on this
topic in future editions of The Historic Rocky Springs Chapel
& School House Chronicle.
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Possibly the first permanent
house of the Martin Shoup/
Shaup/Shaub/Shook Family
in the old Monocacy settlement
of what would later become
Frederick County, Maryland. At
250 years old, it stood in excellent
order & was located near the
intersection of Kemp Lane &
Shookstown Road, Frederick,
Maryland, on a land tract called
“Shoup’s Conclusion,” until it
was demolished by a developer in
1995. The house was built by the
family between 1745 & 1749. This
photograph was taken by Miss
Helen Roberts in 1984, a Martin
Shoup descendant & the last
occupant of the house.

I

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN:
THE SHOUP’S CONCLUSION HOUSE

n 1995, one of the oldest
and most perfectly preserved
houses in Frederick County,
Maryland, was demolished by
a developer. The house, which
was 250 years old when it was
destroyed, was built by Martin
Shoup, a Swiss immigrant,
between 1745 and 1749, on a
tract of land called “Mankin”(also
spelled “Mankine”) originally
surveyed for him in 1741 (In
1790, portions of “Mankin” were
resurveyed & incorporated into
a tract of land called Shoup’s
Conclusion, for his descendant,
Christian Shoup). The house
was located about one mile from
Rocky Springs School House &
Chapel, near the intersection
of Kemp Lane and Shookstown

Road, and for more than two and
a half centuries, housed decedents
of Martin Shoup. What follows
is the story of this architectural
treasure, that sadly, no longer
exists.
The house was built of logs,
chinked and daubed, then
plastered. A steeply pitched
roof extended to cover the front
porch. A high stone cellar lay
only under the left side of the
house, where, according to oral
tradition, Confederate soldiers
hid during the Civil War. A
central chimney pierced the roof
of the main block, and an exterior
chimney stood against the gable
end of the rear kitchen wall.
Original
chair-rails
and
baseboards, as well as early
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Photo by Helen Roberts, 1984.

Built with logs, chinked, daubed & plastered, the Shoup’s
Conclusion House served the descendants of Martin Shoup well
for 250 years.

Fall 2017

hinges and latches, were intact
in the downstairs rooms. Strap
hinges remained on all but one
first story door. An original
elbow lock with key was still in
use. The second story was unique
in that the sidewalls and ceiling
were covered with beaded tongue
and groove boards, and were
painted. All basement timbers
were hand hewn. The 8 ½ by 11
½ summer beam was chamfered,
and hand-wrought nails secured
its members. Pintel hinges and
shutter dogs also remained.
The Shoup Family (also
spelled Schaub, Schaup, Schuc,
Shook, and variations thereof)
arrived in the Rocky Springs
area of the old Monocacy
settlement, about the same time
as the Kemp, Staley, Stull &
Shaver (also spelled Shafer &
variations therof) Families, and
intermarried with these families.
According to Miss Helen
Roberts (the last of Martin
Shoup’s descendants to live in
the house), during the 1800s,
the Shoup Family were saddlers,
supplying halters and bridles
to the nearby farmers. A deed
from 1802 (Liber WR-23, Folio
659-661), indicates Jacob Staley
(a grandson of the immigrant,
Jacob Staley, who was awarded a
patent for the tract of land called
“Othersum” in 1741, adjacent to
Martin Shoup’s land tract called
“Mankine”) was operating a tan
yard on his property located
directly across the street from

in the German language. The
earliest decipherable headstone
in the cemetery is for a family
member born in 1732.

Photo by Helen Roberts, 1984.

Front-corner view of the Shoup’s Conclusion House, built by the
Martin Shoup Family between 1745-1749. The 250 year old house was
in excellent condition until it was demolished by a developer 1995.
where Rocky Springs School
House & Chapel were later
built (both the land where
Jacob Staley was operating his
tanning business & the Rocky
Springs School House & Chapel
lots, were originally part of the
“Othersum” land tract). As such,
Jacob Staley likely supplied
leather for the Shoup’s business
from his tanning operation.
Moreover, at least two members
of the Shook Family became
pioneering ministers in the
Church of the United Brethren
in Christ (U.B.), which was
founded at the nearby home of
Peter Kemp in 1800, and were
highly respected members of the
Rocky Springs congregation.

Photo by Helen Roberts, 1984.

The oldest part of the Shoup’s Conclusion House was built in 1745
& is the small section on the left. The house was demolished in 1995.
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Until Miss Roberts’ final
years, the house was without
modern conveniences, except
for a telephone. Miss Roberts
carried water from a “neverfailing spring” until Hurricane
Agnes destroyed the source in
1972. At that point, a well
was drilled and a handpump installed next to
the dry sink. Miss Roberts
maintained an atmosphere
in keeping with the age of
her ancient house, using a
gas refrigerator and a gas
stove, as well as a woodburning cook-stove. A
battery-powered radio and
television kept her abreast
of the times until she
had the house wired for
electricity about 1986.
Miss Roberts owned
six ladder-back chairs, a
gate-leg table, a rocker,
and a small table used as
a bible stand, all made
by her ancestors on the
Photo by Helen Roberts, 1984.
property from trees that
Miss Helen Roberts carried water
once grew there. The
from a “never-failing spring” to
Shook Family Cemetery
supply her domestic water needs at
still stands across the road
the Shoup’s Conclusion House, just as
from where the old Shook
her ancestors had done for more than
homestead once stood, and
two centuries, until Hurricane Agnes
is surrounded on three sides
destroyed the source in 1972. At
by the Fort Detrick military
that point, a well was drilled & this
reservation.
Headstones
hand-pump installed. The house was
still identify some of
built by the Martin Shoup Family
the early Shook Family
between 1745-1749 & demolished by
members, many whose
a developer in 1995.
headstones are engraved
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HRSC’S COLLABORATIVE
ARCHAEOLOGY PROJECT UP-DATE

T

he Hood College &
Frederick Community
College Archaeology
Team
completed
another
successful dig season at the
Rocky Springs site in Frederick,
Maryland, on October 1, 2017.
Since September 2016, HRSC
has been working in partnership
with archaeology professors
Dr. Jennifer Ross & Dr. David
Hixson for archaeological
research on the Rocky Springs
School House (built circa 1839)
& Rocky Springs Chapel (built
circa 1882) properties, as well as
a portion of the adjacent former
Grace (Free) Koehl & Joel
Koehl (now Debby Moone)
property, that were part of
the same land tract surveyed
for Jacob Staley (1698-1760)
in 1741. The portion of the
Koehl/Moone property that is
being excavated directly across
from the southeast corner of
Rocky Springs School House,
that runs to Kemp Lane, was
part of the land tract surveyed
for Martin Shoup in 1741,

Hood College & Frederick Community College Archaeology Team photo

Aerial Drone image taken in April 2017, by the Hood College & Frederick Community College
Archaeology Team showing the outline of a mysterious stone foundation at the Rocky Springs site.

Hood College & Frederick Community College Archaeology Team photo

Dr. Jennifer Ross (right) observing members of the archaeology
team as they excavate the mysterious stone foundation at the
Rocky Springs site. The foundation was detected by aerial drone
images taken by the team in April 2017. Rocky Springs School
House & Chapel can be seen in the background.
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called “Mankine” which ran
contiguous with Jacob Staley’s
tract called “Othersum” in this
location).
Under the direction of Dr.
Ross & Dr. Hixson, archaeology
students from Hood College &
Frederick Community College
have been excavating selected
areas of the three sites. Artifacts
discovered are being analyzed,
researched,
documented,
cataloged, interpreted & will
ultimately be exhibited for
the public & conserved &
protected for future generations.
The partnership is an important
resource for training future
archaeology professionals &
enhances the cultural resource
management
program
of
HRSC.
Aerial
Drone
images
taken by the Hood College

The Historic Rocky Springs Chapel & School House Chronicle

&
Frederick
Community
College Archaeology Team in
April 2017, revealed the stone
foundation of an unidentified
structure at the Rocky Springs
site & shortly after the discovery,
the team began excavating the
mystery foundation. Near the
end of the Fall 2017 dig season,
Dr. Hixson indicated that the
walls from Area A were really
starting to become defined, and
the team’s first test unit in area
B had a distinct coal layer that
appeared to be deepest in the
western portion of the unit.
The HRSC Archaeology
Program seeks to evaluate
archaeological resources &
explore research questions
concerning the development of
the Lower German portion of
the Old Monocacy Settlement,
most particularly in the portion

Fall 2017

An archaeology team member is carefully
screening for artifacts in the dirt removed
from around the stone foundation through
the excavation process.
currently known as the Rocky
Springs area of Frederick
County, Maryland (where the
first wave of European settlement
occurred between the 1720s
and 1740s), while enhancing
public knowledge and providing
opportunities for the public to

This photo shows the distinct coal
layer revealed by the team’s first test
unit in area B, during the Fall 2017
dig season. According to archaeology
professor Dr. David Hixson, the coal
layer appears to be deepest in the
western portion of the test unit.

learn about and participate in
the archaeological process. In
keeping with these objectives,
HRSC and the Hood College
&
Frederick
Community
College Archaeology Team
plan to host a community
archaeology day during the

Dr. Jennifer Ross providing instruction to
members of the archaeology team on the
proper technique for laying a grid line,
during the Fall 2017 dig season at the
Rocky Springs site.

Dr. Jennifer Ross discussing the
excavation process with her students
during the Fall 2017 dig season.

Spring 2018 dig, to provide
an opportunity for interested
members of the community
to observe the Rocky Springs
site dig in progress, and ask the
archaeology team questions
about
the
archaeological
process. The date & time of

Members of the archaeology team putting
into practice what they learned about the
proper technique for laying a grid line,
during the Fall 2017 dig season at the
Rocky Springs site.

the event will be announced in
the next issue of The Historic
Rocky Springs Chapel &
School House Chronicle, the
HRSC Facebook page, and The
Frederick News-Post.

Members of the archaeology team
actively excavating the stone foundation
at the Rocky Springs site during the Fall
2017 dig season. Notice how the walls
of the foundation are really starting to
become defined.

At left, a member of the archaeology team excavating
the stone foundation at the Rocky Springs site during
the Fall 2017 dig season, while another member of
the team removes the dirt accumulated from the
excavation process. The dirt will be removed from
the immediate area being excavated and carefully
screened for artifacts at the site.
At the conclusion of the archaeology team’s last dig of
the Fall 2017 Season at the Rocky Springs site, team
members covered the dig site, at right, with a tarp to
protect it from the elements, until they return in the
spring of 2018.
All photos courtesy of Hood College & Frederick Community College Archaeology Team

Fall 2017
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HRSC AWARDED GRANT FOR CIVIL WAR
TRAILS (CWT) INTERPRETATIVE SIGN

H

RSC is delighted to
report the Heart of the
Civil War Heritage Area
(HCWHA), a certified heritage
area of the Maryland Heritage
Areas Authority encompassing
parts of Carroll, Frederick and
Washington
counties,
has
approved the award of a Fiscal
Year 2018 HCWHA MiniGrant to HRSC, in the amount
of $845. The funds will be used
toward the cost of designing,
fabricating and installing a Civil
War Trails (CWT) interpretative
sign on the grounds of Rocky
Springs School House to
interpret the skirmish that
occurred there on July 8, 1864,
between members of the 1st and
2nd Maryland Cavalry (C.S.) and
the 8th Illinois Cavalry (U.S.)
in connection with the Battle
of Monocacy. The entire cost of
the project will be $2,800. This
includes the cost of designing,
fabricating & installing the sign,
and the Civil War Trails (CWT)

Marylander & Confederate
Major Harry Gilmore. Gilmore
commanded the 1st & 2nd
Maryland Cavalry (C.S.)
during the skirmish near Rocky
Springs School House, Frederick,
Maryland, on July 8, 1864.

Program annual membership fee
of $200, for the first year. (The
Tourism Council of Frederick
County has graciously agreed to
pay HRSC’s annual membership
fee for the CWT Program, after
the first year.)
HCWHA
Mini-grants
assist heritage sites, non-profit
organizations and government
units within the heritage area
to develop new and innovative
programs, exhibits, tours, events
and other initiatives, and to

enhance
existing
heritage
tourism
products.
These
non-capital matching grant
awards range from $500 to
$2,500. Non-profits and local
governments proposing projects
to occur within the borders of
the HCWHA are eligible to
apply. Grant applications must
explicitly further the goals and
priorities stated in the HCWHA
Management Plan and the FiveYear Action Plan (available on
the HCWHA website).
CWT interpretive signs
provide a unique and engaging
resource for the community
and a compelling amenity for
visitors, and the enhanced focus
on historic Rocky Springs School
House will generate increased
support for its rehabilitation
and on-going maintenance.

Since 1994, the Civil War
Trails (CWT) program has been
synonymous with authentic
historical
content,
unique
and varied landscapes, and a
consistent visitor experience.
Armed with a paper map
or digital application provided
by the CWT Program, visitors
follow CWT’s signature red bugle
signs across the countryside &
down unpaved roads, through
cities & down-towns tracking,
tracing & chasing the incredible,
emotional & personal history of
the American Civil War. Across
five states—Virginia, Tennessee,
North Carolina, West Virginia
& Maryland, visitors can find
one of CWT’s more than 1,500
interpretive signs, hop on the
trail, and follow in the footsteps of
war-weary soldiers, beleaguered
citizens, and those seeking their
own freedoms. There is no other
program that pilots visitors from
site to site, allowing them to
land on the ground where the
tumultuous events of the Civil
War unfolded. To follow CWT
is to be immersed in the story of
the American Civil War.
HRSC
has
extensively
researched the skirmish that
occurred near Rocky Springs
School House on July 8, 1864,
and identified & obtained
appropriate primary source
evidence for its interpretation.
The Rocky Springs School
House grounds provide a clear
view of the skirmish site, and
safe & adequate parking for
those wishing to view the sign.
Installation of the sign will
support the following HCWHA
Program Goals:
Goal 1: “Thematically link
& market the area’s heritage
resources,
thereby
creating
synergy among varied historic
sites, recreational resources, and
cultural assets....Guide visitors to
places of unique character...that
provide visitor services.”
Goal 2: “Stewardship –
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Photo by Matthew Brady.

HCWHA & Maryland Heritage Area Authority combined logo.

Frederick, Maryland native
Confederate Brigadier General
Bradley T. Johnson. Johnson
led General Jubal A. Early’s
advanced cavalry force on July
7 & 8, 1864, and, according
to Major Harry Gilmore,
who commanded the 1st &
2nd Maryland Cavalry (C.S.)
during the skirmish near Rocky
Springs School House on July
8, 1864, Johnson personally
witnessed the action. Gilmore
wrote,“General Johnson
witnessed the whole, and
complimented us highly.”

Frederick, Maryland native &
Union First Lieutenant Edward
Y. Goldsborough, aide-de-camp
to General Erastus B. Tyler.
Goldsborough documented
the July 8, 1864 skirmish near
Rocky Springs School House.

foster stronger appreciation for one-of-akind historic...resources in the heritage area
among residence...newcomers...land owners
& their elected officials.”
Goal 3: “Storytelling & interpretation:
...Continue to promote accuracy in
information about Civil War military actions
& troop movements. Frame military actions
within a national context, relating their
importance to the outcome of major battles
& of the war.”
Goal 4: “Coordination – 4.1b encourage &
support ongoing research & documentation
to provide a strong foundation for
interpretative products in the heritage area.
HRSC is already working with HCWHA
by submitting news of its programs &
events to the HCWHA website & HRSC’s
participation in the CWT program will serve
to strengthen this partnership. Moreover,
as HRSC creates its interpretive signage
& exhibits, it will work closely with the
Tourism Counsel of Frederick County &
museum consortium in the area. HRSC is
committed to promoting the many other
historical & cultural sites in the HCWHA to
its patrons, in order to enhance their visitor

Corporal Charles M. Palmer, Company
M, 8th Illinois Cavalry (U.S.). Palmer was
one of the approximately one hundred 8th
Illinois Cavalrymen who skirmished with
members of the 1st & 2nd Maryland Cavalry
(C.S.) on July 8, 1864, near Rocky Springs
School House.

experience & increase economic benefit for
the community. The successful installation
of a CWT sign near Rocky Springs School
House will be the catalyst for HRSC’s future
success & ability to benefit the community.
We would like to thank the HCWHA
Governing Board for selecting HRSC’s CWT
initiative for funding & look forward to
working with the staff of HCWHA & CWT
on this exciting project. If you would also
like to help HRSC fund this exciting project,
please send a check or money order with your
donation to:
Historic Rocky Springs Chapel, Inc.
(HRSC)
7817 Rocky Springs Road
Frederick, MD 21702
Make sure to indicate on the memo
portion of your check or money order (or
the correspondence you send with the check
or money order) that your gift is to be used
for the CWT sign project. HRSC is an all
volunteer, nonprofit, tax exempt charitable
organization under Internal Revenue Code
Section 501 ( c )(3). All donations will
be acknowledged in writing and are tax
deductible.

CEMETERY

located on the same property.
Further research on this topic is
ongoing.

Continued from p. 11

the Baltimore Sun (Baltimore,
Maryland), dated January 31,
1852, which reads: “On Sunday
evening last, Mr. John Brubaker
attended divine service at Rocky
Spring meeting house, about two
miles from Frederick, Md., and,
after service, started on his way
home, about one mile distant.
In a few minutes after reaching
his dwelling he fell dead.” From
about 1804 until his death in
1852, John Brubaker owned the
property near the intersection
of Kemp Lane & Rocky Springs
Road, which now contains the
Millie’s Delight subdivision (also
known as the new Rocky Springs
Reserve housing development).
Although at that time Brubaker’s
property also included the one
acre portion of the former Grace
& Joel Koehl (now Debby
Moone) property beginning
at the southeast corner of the
Rocky Springs School House lot,
and terminating at Kemp Lane.
Early U.B. documents refer to
the spring on the old Frederick

Fall 2017

Expansive view of the Shook Family homestead and cemetery
near the intersection of Kemp Lane and Shookstown Road. The
house was built between 1745 and 1749, and was demolished by a
developer in 1995. The photograph was taken circa 1984, by Miss
Helen Roberts, a Shook Family descendant and the last occupant
of the house.
Kemp/Peter Kemp homestead as
“Rocky Spring” which is located
about two miles west of Frederick
& one mile east of Rocky Springs
School House (on land adjacent
to Rocky Springs Cemetery).
Since the notice indicates
Brubaker attended divine service
at the “Rocky Spring meeting house”
& that Brubaker’s home was

located “about one mile” from it,
the “Rocky Spring meeting house”
referred to in the 1852 newspaper
announcement, must have been
located on the old Frederick
Kemp/Peter Kemp homestead.
The name “Rocky Spring meeting
house” also indicates the building
was separate from Peter Kemp’s
house, although it was very likely
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CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICE &
LIVING HISTORY PROGRAM HELD AT
HISTORIC ROCKY SPRINGS CHAPEL

O

n Saturday, December
16, 2017, HRSC, in
partnership
with
the
nonprofit organization Re-enactor’s
Missions for Jesus Christ (RMJC),
held a Christmas worship service
in Historic Rocky Springs Chapel.
Preacher Kirk Callison, member of
RMJC, preached the Word of God
wearing Civil War period attire, using
an 1860s version of the Bible, and
led worshipers in singing Christmas
hymns of the Civil War period. His
sermon focused on “God’s gift to the
world (Jesus).” Prior to the service,
Preacher Callison’s wife, Maria
Callison, gave a presentation about
the impact the Civil War had on the
home front for families both North
& South, and how the war impacted
the way Christmas was celebrated.
The Chapel was decorated for
the Christmas season as it would
have been during the Victorian era.
Although the chapel foyer was not
constructed until the 1960s, it too

poinsettias. The poinsettia is native
to Mexico & Central America, where
it was known as “Flor de la Noche
Buena” or “Flower of the Holy Night”.
It is believed to have been used as a
Christmas decoration as early as the
17th century when Franciscan monks
near Taxco, Mexico incorporated the
plant in their Nativity processions.
In 1828, Joel R. Poinsett, then
U.S. ambassador to Mexico, was
introduced to the plant & brought it
back with him to America. Poinsett’s
love of botany led him to cultivate the
plant at his home in South Carolina
& share specimens of it with friends
& botanists. In the U.S., the plant
was later christened the ‘poinsettia’
in honor of the first American to
discover it, and in 1836 Congress
declared December 12th National
Poinsettia Day to commemorate the
death of Joel Poinsett. It has been
the most popular Christmas flower in
America since the beginning of the
Victorian era.
Entrance to Historic Rocky Springs
Chapel at Christmas.

Chapel foyer decorated for the Christmas
season.
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was decorated in the Victorian tradition.
A large nativity scene adorned the
chapel’s book shelf & a small 19th Century
German style Christmas tree & angel were
displayed on the Chapel’s antique square
piano, built by renowned piano maker J.
F. Kahl, circa 1845. (J. F. Kahl was born
in Germany about 1803 & immigrated to
the United States about 1840. He become
a naturalized citizen & was credited with
being the first piano maker in Washington,
D.C.)
Christmas trees during the 1860s were
usually small & displayed at eye-level on
tables or other pieces of furniture. They
were often decorated with popcorn, berries
& oranges & had real wax candles affixed
to them for illumination. Buckets of water
were usually stationed nearby to douse the
fires that often erupted from this dangerous
practice!
The chapel was also adorned with many

View of the pulpit area of the chapel
looking left toward the antique J.F. Kahl
piano at Christmas
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Preacher Kirk Callison & his wife, Maria Callison, in the chapel
after the Christmas worship service on December 16, 2017.

At left, a closer
view of the
angel & small
tree, decorated
with oranges
& hand strung
garland made
of cranberries
& popcorn,
setting atop
the antique J.F.
Kahl square
piano in the
chapel at
Christmas.

At right, the large
nativity scene
that adorned the
chapel’s bookshelf at
Christmas.
At center, simple
greenery, winter
berries, pine-cones &
antique reproduction
candles completed
the decorations
on the chapel’s
Christmas tree in
perfect 19th century
fashion.

At center, a closeup view of the
red & white floral
arrangement
that adorned the
pedestal in the
chapel next to the
pulpit, during
the Christmas
season.

At right, red
& white floral
arrangements
& poinsettia
plants
beautifully
decorated
the chapel
interior
during the
Christmas
season, as
would have
been common
during the
Victorian era.
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At left, the
tall angel &
small tree,
decorated
with oranges
& handstrung
garland made
of cranberries
& popcorn,
setting atop
the antique
J.F. Kahl
square piano
in the chapel
at Christmas.
Decorations
like these
were common
during the
Victorian era
during the
Christmas
season.

At left, the 1909
Shaw upright
piano decorated
with a red &
white floral
arrangement for
Christmas.
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Mark Your Calendars!!
Up-Coming Civil War Worship Services
& Living History Programs at Historic
Rocky Springs Chapel & School House
LOCATION OF EVENTS:
Historic Rocky Springs Chapel
7817 Rocky Springs Road
Frederick, MD 21702
Attend a Civil War style,
nondenominational Christian
Church Service at Historic Rocky
Springs Chapel! The services are
conducted by a preacher wearing
Civil War period attire, using
an 1860s version of the Bible,
who will lead worshipers in
singing hymns that were popular
during the American Civil
War. A living history program
will immediately follow each
service. HRSC is dedicated to
using living history programs to
accurately educate the public on
historical Christian practices &
the impact of faith on American
society during the Civil War.
NOTE: The wearing of Civil
War period attire to the church
services and living history
programs is encouraged (but not
required).
SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 2018
(1:00 P.M.):
Civil War Church Service &
Living History Program
SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 2018
(12:00 P.M.):
Civil War Church Service &
Living History Program
SUNDAY, MAY 6, 2018
(12:00 P.M.):
Civil War Church Service &
Living History Program
SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 2018
(12:00 P.M.):
Civil War Church Service &
Living History Program
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Right to left) Preacher Kirk Callison, Meg Mohler, “Baby” Mohler, Aaron Boyd Mohler & Maria
Callison in Rocky Springs Chapel before a Civil War Church Service.

SUNDAY, JULY 29, 2018
(12:00 P.M.):
Civil War Church Service &
Living History Program

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2018
(12:00 P.M.):
Civil War Church Service &
Living History Program

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26, 2018
(12:00 P.M.):
Civil War Church Service &
Living History Program

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18,
2018 (12:00 P.M.):
Civil War Church Service &
Living History Program

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23,
2018 (12:00 P.M.):
Civil War Church Service &
Living History Program

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8,
2018 (1:00 P.M.):
Special Christmas Civil
War Church Service & Living
History Program
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For further information call
or email HRSC Trustees, JaNeen
Smith or Debby Moone at (240)
439-4235 or debbymoone@
gmail.com. (Due to unforeseen
circumstances, such as inclement
weather, programs can change
without notice. Please call
HRSC or monitor our Facebook
page: Historic Rocky Springs
Chapel & School House, for the
most up-to-date information on
our Civil War church services &
living history programs.)
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Mike Drury, a member of the
1st Maryland Infantry (C.S.A.)
(Frederick Volunteers), Inc.,
a nonprofit living history
organization, discussing the
history of the unit on the grounds
of Rocky Springs School House.
The photograph was taken
through the windows of the
historic school house.

A historic photograph showing members of the U.S. Christian Commission in camp during the
Civil War. The image was part of an interpretative display set-up by Preacher Callison & his wife,
Maria, on the grounds of Historic Rocky Springs Chapel, about the role of “colporteurs” (itinerant
ministers that distributed Christian literature) in the Confederate Army.

Preacher Kirk Callison & Aaron Boyd
Mohler (on guitar) leading a Civil War
Church Service at Historic Rocky Springs
Chapel.
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Maria Callison answering questions about
the impact the Civil War had on the home
front & Dale Murray answering questions
about the U.S. Christian Commission.

Maria Callison, in Civil War period dress,
peering in the window of Rocky Springs
School House (built circa 1839). The
school witnessed a skirmish on July 8,
1864, between members of the Union’s 8th
Illinois Cavalry & the 1st & 2nd Maryland
Cavalry (C.S.A.) as a prelude to the Battle
of Monocacy.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP HRSC
Make a Monetary Contribution:
Historic Rocky Springs Chapel, Inc.
(HRSC) is an all-volunteer, tax-exempt,
nonprofit charitable organization under
section 501 ( c ) (3) of the Internal Revenue
Code, committed to the preservation &
interpretation of Rocky Springs Chapel
(built circa 1882) & Rocky Springs School
House (built circa 1839). By preserving,
restoring, exhibiting & interpreting
these iconic historic structures & related
objects for the public, and telling the
stories of the people & events associated
with them, HRSC educates the public
about the pivotal role they & the early
settlers & residents of Rocky Springs
played in the history of Frederick County,
Maryland. HRSC is funded solely through
donations so they are absolutely essential
to HRSC’s ability to accomplish its goals
of preserving & restoring the chapel &
school house according to the Secretary of

the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment
of Historic Properties, returning the chapel
to active service as a vibrant, public house
of worship & providing for the school’s
adaptive reuse as a public center for
historical interpretation & research.
Historic Rocky Springs Chapel &
School House are American treasures
that should be saved for current &
future generations. Without the support
of individual donors, HRSC will be
unable to save & maintain these iconic
structures. To help HRSC accomplish its
goals & fulfill its mission, please consider
making a monetary contribution to HRSC
today! All donations are tax deductible,
will be gratefully acknowledged by HRSC
in writing & donors will be recognized by
name, in HRSC’s quarterly publication,
The Rocky Springs Chapel & School
House Chronicle.
Donation checks & money orders

should be made out to “Historic Rocky
Springs Chapel, Inc.” & mailed to the
address below:
Historic Rocky Springs Chapel, Inc.
7817 Rocky Springs Road
Frederick, MD 21702
Become A Volunteer:
Because HRSC has no paid staff,
all day to day work of the organization
is performed by dedicated volunteers.
Therefore,
volunteer
opportunities
abound at HRSC! We have all types of
assignments for all different backgrounds
and interests. Here are some current
volunteer opportunities at HRSC:
•

Volunteer Coordinator - Assist in
developing and managing a viable
and active volunteer program for
HRSC.

From the collection of HRSC.

Above, a 19th century teacher’s hand-bell used in Rocky Springs
School House.
At right, a hand-carved wooden collection plate used in Rocky
Springs Chapel.
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•

Proof Reader for HRSC
Publications - If you are skilled in
written English, scrupulous about
detailed work, good at concentrating
for long spells, self-motivated and
interested in the publishing industry,
this volunteer opportunity may be the
one for you!

•

Painters - Both the exterior and
interior of the Chapel need to be
painted to include the pews.

•

Archivist - Sort, catalog, index and
file historical newspaper articles and
other historical documents to assist
in the establishment of the HRSC
research library and archives.

•

Collections Manager: Inventory,
photograph and catalog artifacts
and maintain associated records in
support of the HRSC Collections
Management Program.

•

Teachers - Lead the development of
educational programs and resources
for HRSC that support the goals of
the Maryland State Common Core
Curriculum.

•

Research Assistant - Research
historical information to be used
in the development of exhibits,
interpretative panels/signage and
educational programming.

•

Volunteer Clergy, Ministers &
Itinerant Preachers - Lead &
conduct worship services for HRSC in
Historic Rocky Springs Chapel.

•

Worship Service Coordinator Assist Volunteer Clergy, Ministers &
Itinerant Preachers in planning and
setting up worship services to be held
in Historic Rocky Springs Chapel.

To inquire about becoming a HRSC
volunteer, please call HRSC trustees
JaNeen Smith or Debby Moone at (240)
439-4235 or email debbymoone@gmail.
com.
Donate An Artifact:
If you have an object (to include
historic photographs and documents) that
pertains to Historic Rocky Springs Chapel
and/or Rocky Springs School House (or
the people and events associated with
them), that you would like to donate to
the HRSC collection, please contact us.
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From the collection of HRSC.

Historic sheet music printed in 1917, used in Rocky Springs Chapel
Our goal is to have Rocky Springs
School House serve as the showcase and
repository for these historical treasures
for the Rocky Springs community and
to make them available to the general
public for research, study and exhibition.
Due to space & care requirements, we
must consider every donation offer very
carefully & be sure HRSC is the best home
for your historical object. To assist us in
making this determination, you will be
asked to provide answers to the following
questions:
1. What object (artifact) archival or
library material(s) are you offering to
donate?
2. Do you own the object and do you have
the right to donate it?
3. When and how did you acquire the
object?
4. What is the history of the object and

how does it relate to the history of
Rocky Springs School House and/or
Rocky Springs Chapel? For example,
who originally owned it, what was it
used for, and how old is it?
5. Is the object damaged and if so, how?
Because of the deliberate nature of the
consideration process, it may take several
weeks for HRSC to make a final decision
on whether or not to accept the object
into the HRSC collection. Should we
determine that HRSC is not an appropriate
repository for your object, we will do our
best to help you find the right museum or
institution to ensure the long-term care
and appreciation of your object. We will
contact you as soon as we have made our
decision.
To inquire about donating an artifact to
HRSC, please call trustees JaNeen Smith
or Debby Moone at (240) 439-4235 or
email debbymoone@gmail.com.
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